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Can your prescription-strength 


arthritis 
pain reliever 


help protect you from 
some stomach issues? 


Ask your doctor about VIMOVO. 


VIMOVO combines a proven arthritis pain reliever 
with built-in medication that can help protect you 
from NSAID-associated stomach issues. 


While NSAIDs (nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs) can work to effectively reduce the pain of osteoarthritis, they may also lead to 
some stomach issues. 


Fortunately, VIMOVO is an NSAID that combines a prescription-strength arthritis pain reliever with a built-in medicine that can help 
reduce the risk of developing stomach (gastric) ulcers. So if you're worried about potential stomach issues due to your arthritis pain 
medication, ask your doctor if VIMOVO could be right for you. 





Approved Uses for VIMOVO 

VIMOVO is approved to relieve the signs and symptoms of 
osteoarthritis, rheumatoid arthritis, and ankylosing spondylitis, 
and to decrease the risk of stomach (gastric) ulcers in patients 
at risk of developing stomach ulcers from treatment with NSAIDs. 


VIMOVO is not recommended as a starting treatment for relief 
of acute pain. Controlled studies do not extend beyond 6 months. 


Important Safety Information 
¢ Like all medications that contain nonsteroidal anti- 
inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs), VIMOVO may increase the 
chance of a heart attack or stroke that can lead to death. 
This chance increases 
e With longer use of NSAID medicines 
° In people who have heart disease 


¢ NSAID-containing medications, such as VIMOVO, should 
never be used before or after a type of heart surgery 
called coronary artery bypass graft (CABG) 


¢ As with all medications that contain NSAIDs, VIMOVO may 
increase the chance of stomach and intestinal problems, 
such as bleeding or an ulcer, which can occur without 
warning and may cause death 


© Elderly patients are at greater risk for 
serious gastrointestinal events 


VIMOVO is not right for everyone, including patients who have 
had an asthma attack, hives, or other allergic reaction with 
aspirin or any other NSAID medicine, patients who are allergic 
to any of the ingredients in VIMOVO, or women in late stages 
of pregnancy. 


Serious allergic reactions, including skin reactions, can occur 
without warning and can be life-threatening; discontinue use of 
VIMOVO at the first appearance of a skin rash, or if you develop 
sudden wheezing; swelling of the lips, tongue or throat; fainting; 
or problems swallowing. 








VIMOVO should be used at the lowest dose and for the shortest 
amount of time as directed by your health care provider. 


Tell your health care provider right away if you develop signs of 
active bleeding from any source. 
VIMOVO can lead to onset of new hypertension or worsening of 
existing high blood pressure, either of which may contribute to 
an increased risk of a heart attack or stroke. 
Speak with your health care provider before starting VIMOVO 
if you 
¢ Have a history of ulcers or bleeding in the stomach or 
intestines 
e Have heart problems, high blood pressure, or are taking 
high blood pressure medications 
© Have kidney or liver problems 
Review all the medications, even over-the-counter medications, 
you are taking with your health care provider before starting 
VIMOVO. 
Talk to your health care provider about your risk for bone fractures 
if you take VIMOVO for a long period of time. 
The most common side effects of VIMOVO include: inflammation 
of the lining of the stomach, indigestion, diarrhea, stomach 
ulcers, abdominal pain, and nausea. 
For further information on VIMOVO, please see the brief 
summary of full Prescribing Information, including Boxed 
Warnings on adjacent pages. 
If you're without prescription coverage and can't afford 
your medication, AstraZeneca may be able to help. For more 
information please visit www.astrazeneca-us.com 
You are encouraged to report negative side effects of 
prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 


© 2010 AstraZeneca LP. All rights reserved. 1012909 11/10 
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Please read this summary 
carefully and then ask your 
health care provider about 
VIMOVO (vi-moh’-voh). No 
advertisement can provide 
all the information needed to 
determine if a drug is right 
for you. This advertisement 
does not take the place of 
careful discussions with your 
health care provider. Only 
your health care provider 
has the training to weigh 

the risks and benefits of 

a prescription drug. 


WHAT IS THE 

MOST IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION | SHOULD 
KNOW ABOUT VIMOVO? 


VIMOVO, which contains 

naproxen [a nonsteroidal anti- 

inflammatory drug (NSAID)] and 

esomeprazole magnesium, may 

increase the chance of a heart 

attack or stroke that can lead 

to death. This chance increases 

¢ with longer use of NSAID 
medicines 

* in people who have heart disease 

NSAID-containing medicines, 

such as VIMOVO, should never 

be used right before or after a 

heart surgery called a coronary 

artery bypass graft (CABG). 

NSAID-containing medicines, 

such as VIMOVO can cause 

ulcers and bleeding in the 

stomach and intestines at any 

time during treatment. Uicers 

and bleeding 

* can happen without warning 
symptoms 

* may cause death 

The chance of a person 

getting an ulcer or bleeding 

increases with 

* taking medicines called steroid 
hormones (corticosteroids) and 
blood thinners (anticoagulants) 

| * longer use 

* smoking 

¢ drinking alcohol 

¢ older age 

¢ having poor health 

NSAID medicines should only 

be used 

* exactly as prescribed 

¢ at the lowest dose possible 
for your treatment 

| © for the shortest time needed 








WHAT ARE THE POSSIBLE 
SIDE EFFECTS OF 
NONSTEROIDAL 
ANTI-INFLAMMATORY 
DRUGS (NSAIDS)? 


Serious side effects include 

¢ heart attack 

¢ stroke 

¢ high blood pressure 

¢ heart failure from body swelling 
(fluid retention) 

¢ kidney problems including 
kidney failure 

© bleeding and ulcers in the 

stomach and intestine 

low red blood cells (anemia) 

life-threatening skin reactions 

life-threatening allergic reactions 

liver problems including liver 

failure 

¢ asthma attacks in people who 
have asthma 

Other side effects include 

¢ stomach pain 

* constipation 

e diarrhea 

° gas 

e heartburn 

* nausea 

* vomiting 

e dizziness 


eee 


Get emergency help right away 

if you have any of the following 

symptoms 

¢ shortness of breath or trouble 
breathing 

* chest pain 

¢ weakness in one part or side 
of your body 

¢ slurred speech 

¢ swelling of the face or throat 


Stop your NSAID medicine and 

call your health care provider 

right away if you have any of the 

following symptoms 

* nausea 

¢ more tired or weaker than usual 

© itching 

¢ your skin or eyes look yellow 

* stomach pain 

¢ flu-like symptoms 

* vomit blood 

¢ there is blood in your bowel 
movement or it is black and 
sticky like tar 

¢ skin rash or blisters with fever 

* unusual weight gain 

* swelling of the arms and legs, 
hands and feet 

These are not all the possible side 

effects with NSAID medicines. 

Talk to your health care provider or 

pharmacist for more information 

about NSAID medicines. 


Call your health care provider for 
medical advice about side effects. 
You may report side effects to FDA 
at 1-800-FDA-1088. 


WHAT IS VIMOVO? 


VIMOVO contains 2 medicines: 

naproxen, a nonsteroidal anti- 

inflammatory drug (NSAID), and 

esomeprazole magnesium, a 

proton pump inhibitor (PPI). 

VIMOVO is a prescription medicine 

used to 

¢ relieve signs and symptoms 
of osteoarthritis, rheumatoid 
arthritis, and ankylosing 
spondylitis 

¢ decrease the risk of developing 
stomach (gastric) ulcers in people 
who are at risk of developing 
gastric ulcers with NSAIDs 

It is not known if VIMOVO is safe 

or effective in children under 

the age of 18. 


WHO SHOULD NOT 

TAKE VIMOVO? 

Do not take VIMOVO 

¢ If you had an asthma attack, 
hives, or other allergic reaction 
after taking aspirin or other 
NSAID medicine 

e If you are allergic to any of the 
ingredients in VIMOVO. See the 
end of this leaflet for a complete 
list of ingredients in VIMOVO 

© If you are allergic to any other 
proton pump inhibitor 
(PPI) medicine 

© For pain right before or after 
heart bypass surgery 

¢ If you are in the late stages 
of pregnancy (third trimester) 


WHAT SHOULD | TELL MY 
HEALTH CARE PROVIDER 
BEFORE TAKING VIMOVO? 


Before you take VIMOVO, tell 

your health care provider about 

all your medical conditions, 

including if you 

© have liver or kidney problems 

¢ have ulcerative colitis or Crohn's 
disease (inflammatory bowel 
disease or IBD) 

¢ have any other medical conditions 

* are pregnant or plan to become 
pregnant. See “What is the most 
important information | should 
know about VIMOVO?" 

¢ are breast-feeding or plan 
to breast-feed. VIMOVO can 


pass into your milk and may 

harm your baby. You should 

not breast-feed while taking 

VIMOVO. Talk to your health 

care provider about the best 

way to feed your baby 

if you take VIMOVO 
Tell your health care provider 
about all the medicines you 
take, including prescription and 
non-prescription medicines, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements. 
Since VIMOVO contains naproxen, 
talk to your health care provider 
before taking any other 
NSAID-containing products. 


Using VIMOVO with other 
medicines can cause serious side 
effects. VIMOVO may affect the 
way other medicines work, and 
other medicines may affect how 
VIMOVO works 


Know the medicines you take. 
Keep a list of them to show 
your health care provider or 
pharmacist when you get a 
new medicine. 


HOW SHOULD | TAKE 
VIMOVO? 


Take VIMOVO exactly as your 
health care provider tells you 
to take it 

¢ Your health care provider may 
tell you to take Vitamin D and 
Calcium supplements during 
treatment with VIMOVO 

¢ Do not change your dose 
or stop VIMOVO without 
first talking to your health 
care provider 

* Take VIMOVO at least 
30 minutes before a meal 

¢ Swallow VIMOVO tablets whole 
with liquid. Do not split, chew, 
crush, or dissolve the VIMOVO 
tablet. Tell your health care 
provider if you cannot swallow 
the tablet whole. You may need 
a different medicine 

¢ You may use antacids while 
taking VIMOVO 

¢ If you forget to take a dose of 
VIMOVO, take it as soon as you 
remember. If it is almost time 
for your next dose, do not take 
the missed dose. Take the next 
dose on time. Do not take 2 
doses at one time to make up 
for a missed dose 

¢ If you take too much VIMOVO, 
tell your health care provider, 
go to the closest hospital 
emergency room right away, 
or call your Poison Control 
Center at 1-800-222-1222 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT VIMOVO 


Symptoms that you have taken 
too much VIMOVO may include 
¢ feeling weak and tired 
e dizziness 
¢ feeling sleepy 
*® upper stomach-area pain 
or discomfort 
© heartburn, indigestion, 
or nausea 
* achange in breathing 
or you stop breathing 
* vomiting 
* bleeding 
* movements of a body part 
that you cannot control 
® coordination problems and 
decreased movement 
¢ Your health care provider may 
do certain tests from time to 
time to check you for side 
effects of VIMOVO 


WHAT ARE THE POSSIBLE 
SIDE EFFECTS OF VIMOVO? 


VIMOVO may cause serious 
side effects. 


See “What is the most important 
information | should know 
about VIMOVO?" 
* High blood pressure 
* Heart problems such as 
congestive heart failure. 
Tell your health care provider 
about any swelling of your 
body, hands or feet, 
sudden weight gain or 
trouble breathing 
* Active bleeding. Tel! your 
health care provider if you 
develop signs of active 
bleeding including 
* passing black sticky bowel 
movements (stools) 
* having bloody diarrhea 
* vomiting or coughing up 
blood or dark particles that 
look like coffee grounds 
* Serious allergic reactions. 
Tell your health care provider 
or get medical help right 
away if you develop sudden 
wheezing; swelling of your lips, 
tongue, throat or body; rash; 
fainting; or problems breathing 
or swallowing (severe 
allergic reaction) 
* Serious skin reactions. 
Tell your health care provider 
or get medical help right away 
if you develop 
¢ reddening of your skin with 
blisters or peeling 
¢ blisters and bleeding of your 
lips, eye lids, mouth, nose, 
or genitals 


* Liver problems. Tell your health 
care provider if you develop 
yellowing of the skin or the 
whites of your eyes; dark urine; 
or feel tired 

* Bone fracture. Talk to your health 
care provider about your risk for 
fractures if you take VIMOVO for 
a long period of time 


The most common side effects of 

VIMOVO include 

¢ Inflammation of the lining of the 
stomach, with or without loss 
of the protective layer of the 
stomach (erosive gastritis) 

° indigestion 

e diarrhea 

¢ stomach ulcers 

© upper stomach-area 
(abdominal) pain 

* nausea 

Tell your health care provider if you 

have any side effect that bothers 

you or that does not go away. 

These are not all the possible 

side effects of VIMOVO. For more 

information, ask your health care 

provider or pharmacist. 


Call your health care provider for 
medical advice about side effects. 
You may report side effects to 

the FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088. 


HOW SHOULD | STORE 
VIMOVO? 


Store VIMOVO at 59°F to 86°F 
(15°C to 30°C) 

¢ Keep VIMOVO in the original 
container and keep the bottle 
tightly closed 

¢ Keep VIMOVO dry 

Keep VIMOVO and all medicines 

out of the reach of children. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 
ABOUT VIMOVO 


Medicines are sometimes 
prescribed for purposes other than 
those listed in this summary. Do 
not use VIMOVO for a condition for 
which it was not prescribed. Do not 
give VIMOVO to other people, even 
if they have the same symptoms 
you have. It may harm them. 


This summary provides the most 
important information about 
VIMOVO. If you would like more 
information, ask your health care 
provider. You can ask your 
health care provider or pharmacist 
for information that is written 
for health care professionals. 


OTHER INFORMATION ABOUT NONSTEROIDAL 
ANTI-INFLAMMATORY DRUGS (NSAIDS) 


e Aspirin is an NSAID medicine but it does not increase the chance of 
a heart attack. Aspirin can cause bleeding in the brain, stomach, and 
intestines. Aspirin can also cause ulcers in the stomach and intestines 


Some of these NSAID medicines are sold in lower doses without a 
prescription (over-the-counter). Talk to your health care provider 
before using over-the-counter NSAIDs for more than 10 days 


NSAID medicines that need a prescription 


Generic Name 


Trade Name 





Cataflam, Voltaren, Arthrotec (combined 


Celecoxib Celebrex 
Diclofenac 

with misoprostol), Voltaren 
Diflunisal Dolobid 
Etodolac Lodine, Lodine XL 
Fenoprofen Nalfon, Nalfon 200 


Flurbiprofen Ansaid 


Ibuprofen 


Motrin, Tab-Profen, Vicoprofen* 


(combined with hydrocodone), 
Combunox (combined with oxycodone) 


Indomethacin 


Indocin, Indocin SR, Indo-Lemmon, 


Naprosyn, Anaprox, Anaprox DS, 


EC-Naproxyn, Naprelan, VIMOVO 


indomethagan 
Ketoprofen Oruvail 
Ketorolac Toradol 
Mefenamic Acid Ponstel 
Meloxicam Mobic 
Nabumetone Relafen 
Naproxen 
Oxaprozin Daypro 
Piroxicam Feldene 
Sulindac Clinoril 
Tolmetin 


Tolectin, Tolectin DS, Tolectin 600 





* Vicoprofen contains the same dose of ibuprofen as over-the-counter (OTC) NSAIDs, 
and is usually used for less than 10 days to treat pain. The OTC NSAID label warns 
that long-term continuous use may increase the risk of heart attack or stroke 


WHAT ARE THE 
INGREDIENTS IN VIMOVO? 


Active ingredients 

naproxen and esomeprazole 
magnesium 

Inactive ingredients 

carnauba wax, colloidal silicon 
dioxide, croscarmellose sodium, iron 


oxide yellow, glyceryl monostearate, 


hypromellose, iron oxide black, 
magnesium stearate, methacrylic acid 


copolymer dispersion, methylparaben, 
polysorbate 80, polydextrose, 


polyethylene glycol, povidone, 
propylene glycol, propylparaben, 
titanium dioxide, and triethyl citrate 
For more information, call 
1-800-236-9933 or go to 
www.VIMOVO.com 

VIMOVO is a trademark of the 
AstraZeneca group of companies. 
Other trademarks are the property 
of their respective companies. 

© 2010 AstraZeneca LP, 
Wilmington, DE 19850 

1012908 11/10 
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Curtis Fisher will now dake your psllens 


Were you ever nervous about 
how people would react to your 
autobiographical writing? 

Allie Lane, DERRY, N.H. 
Sure. I think everybody 
worries about how they come 
off. How much power you 
give it over you is another 
thing. I don’t want to make 
my family uncomfortable. 
I show them anything I’ve 
written about them, and they 
have veto power. I don’t mean 
anything in a snarky way. I 
try to be evenhanded. Every- 
one I talk about, I care about. 


Your parents are actress 
Debbie Reynolds and the late 
singer Eddie Fisher. What was 
it like growing up in a show- 
business family? 

Ernie Barrera, LAKESIDE, CALIF. 
You mean compared with 
when! didn’t grow up ina 
showbiz family? I don’t know. 
The only thing I know is that it 
sets you apart from other peo 
ple, which I didn’t like. I grew 
up ina house that looked like 
a giant air conditioner, but we 
were very well taken care of. 
Eventually, I paid as I played, 
but I guess I was on movie sets 
more than other kids. 


I've struggled with alcohol ad- 
diction and clinical depression. 
What are your ways of coping? 

Jason Incerto, TORONTO 
I have coped with it [through] 
the available means. I believe 
in expertise: medication, talk 
therapy, shock treatment, 12 
steps. I think you have to doit 
in acommunity. You can’t do 
that kind of trek alone. There’s 
a lot of wisdom out there. 


What is the biggest misconcep- 

tion about bipolar disorder? 
Gary Bebout, LOS ANGELES 

The big thing happening now 


6 


that seems bizarre is that 
they’re diagnosing everyone 
with it. Anyone with a mood: 
Oh, they’re bipolar. We're 
probably the most medicated 
society in the world. But mis 
conceptions, I don’t know. 
We're good dancers. All of us. 


How do you get inspired to 
write? 

Vanda Bobaly, paris 
A lot of times, it’s when I’m 
upset, and I'll want to get it 
out of me and onto paper, 
where it’s safer. It hurts 


| less when you put things 


into words. | also read to get 
inspired. I listen to music. I 
handwrite. Roller-ball pens 
on yellow pads. I have to have 
my little rituals, and then 
everything’s all right. [Other 
wise] I get writer’s block. Or, 








I don’t know 
about writer’s block. Some 
times I just don’t wanna, and 
that’s not good. 


no, laziness 


What single event in your life 
are you the proudest of? 


Susan Bromen, 
BELLE PLAINE, MINN. | 


I’m proud that my daughter 
turned out as well as she has. 
She is kind of an event for me. 
Maybe I’m more of an event 
for her. But I’m proud that my 
daughter has survived me. 


| Which Star Wars movie was 


your favorite? Least favorite? 


Daniel Johnson, 
N.J. 


ROCKAWAY, 
Empire was my favorite. It 
was the most emotional one. 
Irv Kershner, who just passed 
away, was very thorough. 


There was character work to 
do. I didn’t like the third one, 
but I liked the metal bikini. 

I wish I could still get into 

it. I didn’t like Jar Jar Binks 
[from the most recent films]. 
But I'd rather be more judg 
mental about my three. 


Is the Princess Leia character 
the dark side of the force in 
your professional career? 
Ramon Salas, 

LOS TEQUES, VENEZUELA 
Oh, no. It was fun! I was 
young. People want it to bea 
problem for me. No. Those are 
great movies. Why shouldn't 
I be proud of being in that? 
The dark side? You ever see 
Hollywood Vice Squad? Or the 
Star Wars Holiday Special? 
How about Under the Rain 
bow? Was Star Wars the dark 
side? There’s so much compe 
tition for that one. 


if you could give advice to your 
22-year-old self, what would it 
be? Would you even listen? 
John Musgrave, RENO, NEV. 
Put those pills down! [Laughs.] 
No, I wouldn't have listened. 


When you look back, is there 
an age that you would like to do 
over again? 
Kristen Cole, 

NORTHAMPTON, MASS. 
No. I don’t like to regret things. 
We can’t do them over, so 
it’s just torturing yourself. 
Any pain I caused my daugh 
ter, I'd like to do [that age] 
over again, but I can’t, so I’ll 
be better now. ™ 


VIDEO AT TIME.COM 
To watch 
interviews with 
Carrie Fisher 
and other newsmakers, go to 
time.com/1Oquestions 
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Tax changes ahead? 
We can help. 


Get real answers about taxes and your investments. 


Q. What can | do with my investments to address possible tax changes? 
0 We can show you where municipal bonds may fit in your strategy. 


0 We'll help you consider tax-advantaged accounts, such as IRAs, 401(k)s, 
and certain annuities.’ 


0 We can help you explore options for charitable giving. 


Q. What impact will potential changes have on my savings and investing decisions? 


0 For insights from our investment experts on the impact of potential changes, 
see our Fidelity Viewpoints™ report Year-end Tax Moves in Uncertain Times 
at Fidelity.com/taxmoves. 


Q. How can | make my portfolio more tax smart? 


O Our investment professionals will discuss your needs and help you learn 
whether our managed accounts may be right for you. 


Q. Where can | learn more about the effects of taxes on my investments? 
0 Come to a free tax-smart investing seminar near you—just call Fidelity 
to reserve your spot. 


Turn here» 


investment professional. € Fideli 
® 


800.343.3548 | Fidelity.com 


Call now and talk with a Fidelity 





The tax information contained herein is general in nature, is provided for informational purposes only, and should not be construed as legal or tax advice 
Fidelity does not provide legal or tax advice. Fidelity cannot guarantee that such information is accurate, complete, or timely. Laws of a particular state or 
laws that may be applicable to a particular situation may have an impact on the applicability, accuracy, or completeness of such information. Federal and 
state laws and regulations are complex and are subject to change. Changes in such laws and regulations may have a material impact on pre- and/or after-tax 
investment results. Fidelity makes no warranties with regard to such information or results obtained by its use. Fidelity disclaims any liability arising out of your 
use of, or any tax position taken in reliance on, such information. Always consult an attorney or tax professional regarding your specific legal or tax situation 
'Pre-tax contributions and earnings in tax-deferred accounts are subject to taxes when withdrawn and may also be subject to a 10% early withdrawal penalty 
if taken before age 59%. 
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Postcard: Ghazni Province. 


On one U.S. Army base, an Afghan DJ helps 


‘ight the country’s radio wars. Combatting the 


Taliban’s message machine 


BY JASON MOTLAGH 


T DUSK ONE FRIDAY IN LATE 
A November, four Taliban mortar 
shells ripped into the ground near | 
the district center in Miri, a small town 
in eastern Ghazni province where a U.S. 
Army company is based. Shrapnel from 
one of the blasts injured two children, one 
of whom later died of his injuries. It was the 
second time in as many months that mili 
tants had killed local civilians, and U.S. 
forces were not going to let it be forgotten. 

Within two hours of the attack, a 
message was drafted by the battalion’s 
information-operations team to be broad- 
cast from its new on-base radio station. In 
the cramped confines of a steel shipping 
container turned studio, Karimullah— 
the station’s Afghan announcer, garbed in 
a baseball cap and shiny brown pleather | 
jacket over his customary tunic, or shalwar | 
kameez—broke the news that both chil 
dren had been taken to an area hospital by | 
American soldiers. “The insurgents,” he la- 
mented, “continue to harm their fellow Af- 
ghans and kill your children needlessly.” 

Words are important weapons in the 
fight for Afghan hearts and minds, but 
they must be deployed faster than ever to 
be effective. In recent years, the Taliban- 
led insurgency has evolved a vast propa- 
ganda machine with a full range of tools 
to spread its message. The once anti- 
media movement now operates 
websites featuring updated Rta 
battlefield reports, and the 
Taliban’s regional spokes- 
men communicate with the 
domestic and foreign press 
in real time via cell phone. 

But no medium is as 
powerful as radio in this poor, 
largely illiterate country with 
limited access to TV and the Internet. On 
both sides of the Afghanistan-Pakistan 
border, Taliban-sponsored FM stations 
drive home the insurgents’ messaging 
campaign, with the threat of physical 
punishment or worse reserved for those 
who don’t tune in. Recognizing the Tal 
iban’s head start on this critica] front, 


NATO military officials have ramped up 
the spin cycle in the Afghan backcountry. | 
So when a battalion of the U.S. 
| Army’s rorst Airborne Division arrived 
in Ghazni’s hostile moonscape late this 
summer to build a base from scratch, it 
took radio equipment and DJ Karimullah. 
Trained at a station in his native Khost 
province, the 25-year-old has worked on 
the U.S. payroll in three of the country’s 
| perennial hot spots: Khost, Paktika and 
now Ghazni, where Radio Andar 96.7 | 
was launched in August. From 
a makeshift studio, he and his 
partner Faruq are on the air 
from 7 in the morning until 
10 at night, seven days a week, 
broadcasting a mix of pro- 
government news briefs, Koranic 
recitations, Hindi pop songs and, 
when he’s in the mood to spice things 
up, a bit of Michael Jackson. 
Much of his time on air deals with 
themes of basic civic awareness, such 
as the Afghan constitution and Who is 
President Karzai? He also has plans fora 
call-in show that will focus on more sen- 
sitive issues, like women’s rights, though 
he'll have to be careful. His attention to 





AFGHANISTAN 


GHAZNI . 
PROVINCE 











\\\ 








Strong signal With little competition from TV and the Internet, radio is influential in Afghanistan 





| women’s concerns has already drawn 


death threats, making it impossible for 


him to travel outside the wire. 


Even if he’s a long way from winning 
over ultraconservative Afghans, Karimul- 


| lah has the full trust of his American 


supervisors, who give him a lot of latitude 


| on the job. And although their operating 


budget is lean, U.S. forces have tapped 


| into alternative funding streams to sup- 


port the wider radio effort. Ever popular 
hand-cranked radios are being distributed 
in large numbers at the village level to 
expand the audience. The push has struck 
a chord. In some districts, the Taliban 
have responded by collecting hundreds of 
radios and destroying them. Elsewhere, 
they’ve targeted broadcasting towers. 

But they won't be silencing Karimul- 
lah anytime soon. Like dozens of other 
local radio stations that are being set up 
by the U.S. military, his sits in the belly of 
a heavily fortified base. Despite a modest 
$5oo-a-month salary, he says, the dynam 
ic platform makes the physical isolation 


| tolerable. “In Afghanistan, radio is a kind 


of power,” he says, beaming with wide 
eyed enthusiasm in his poorly lit studio. 


“Everybody knows me.” ra 
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LET’S KEEP DELIVERING HEAT TO OUR CITIES. 


All of us like to be kept warm. During this winter and the winters to come. To help 
deliver this heat Shell has developed a range of solutions — from innovative technologies 
to unlock difficult to reach oil, to shipping liquefied natural gas from the frozen islands 
off Siberia. All in an effort to help keep our cities warm now and in the future. And to 
ultimately help build a better energy future. Let's go. www.shell.us/letsgo 
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Defining the Decade 
I found the special TimeFrames issue en- 
joyable and refreshing [Dec. 6]. Yet why is it 
that we find criminal or tragic stories more 
newsworthy than heroic achievements? I 
think the perseverance of 33 miners and 
those who rescued them was the most riv- 
eting, unforgettable, empowering story in 
my life of more than four decades. Surely 
that deserved at least a short article. 
Kumar Sivaraman, DIAMOND BAR, CALIF. 


What an excellent job of briefly character- 
izing 2000 through 2o10. However, the 
issue refers to the first “decade” of the 
century. But you are a year late! Or perhaps 
Time has redefined a decade to be 11 years. 
Thomas R. Spacek, HOLLAND, PA. 


Y2K That Wasn’t 
Re “Was It Really So Bad?” [Dec. 6}: As some- 
one who led a team of computer program- 
mers through two years of long hours 
working to fix the Y2K problem, I have to ob- 
ject to Michael Elliott’s reference to “billions 
... burned fixing nonexistent problems.” The 
IT teams across the globe did an astounding 
job fixing problems. And most of us spent 
New Year’s Eve of 1999 at the office, holding 
our breath in case we had missed something. 
Joanne Tyree, NEW LENOX, ILL. 


Katrina’s Other Victims 
For the people of the Mississippi Gulf Coast, 
Katrina was not a man-made disaster but 
a natural one, which we are still working 
hard and diligently to overcome. 

Robert P. Krebs, PASCAGOULA, MISS. 


What Popular Vote? 

lam surprised at David Von Drehle’s state- 
ment that because Bush may have won 
anyway, the Bush-Gore decision “did not 
alter the path of history” [“2000: A Nation 
Divided,” Dec. 6]. Gore may also have won. 
And if he had taken office, it is highly un- 








You Can't My TimeFrames | 
Spell TIME Continuing 

Without ‘I’ Education 

and ‘Me’! oo 
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FAVORABLE CRITICAL 


likely we would have invaded Iraq on false 
pretenses, and 5,000 American troops and 


100,000 or more Iraqis would still be alive. 


John P. Donnelly, RESTON, VA. 


Thank you for this sentence: “We now 
have a government of the feckless, by the 
crooked, for the connected.” That perfectly 


| describes the past 10 years of Washington. 


Steve Warnsby, LAKE FOREST, CALIF. 


| An Evolving Opinion 


I applaud Joe Klein’s honest admission that 
he was wrong to support former President 
George W. Bush’s push to partly privatize 
Social Security “My Continuing Education,” 


SOUND OFF 


‘I didn’t realize Stein 
had so many critics! 
I think adding his 
personal life makes 
his essays light and 
funny in a way the 
rest of TIME is not.’ 


Emily Winterhalter, HAVELOCK, N.C., 
on “You Can't Spell Time Without ‘I’ 
and ‘Me’!” Dec. 6 








| But Enough About Me. 











Dec. 6]. 1 do take issue with the characteriza- 
tion of Social Security as “a safety net when 
the bottom falls out.” It is not an emergency 
measure to manage unexpected problems; 
it’s part of a mature society’s taking care of 
its elders and part of our basic budget. 

Will Wilkinson, ASHLAND, ORE. 


It’s a rare and courageous thing fora man 


| to correct himself. 


Steven R. Linton, MURRAY, UTAH 
| 


What Do You Think of Me? 
After reading the Dec. 6 issue, I am fi- 
nally writing about the off-putting self- 
obsession in Joel Stein's columns [“You 
Can't Spell Time Without ‘T’ and ‘Me’!” 
Dec. 6]. By comparing himself to Facebook 
and Freud, Stein outdid himself. I find it 
more desirable to pore through a Facebook 
page full of mundane updates than to read 
his annoying column. 

Amy Gaither, WASHINGTON 





If this really is a game and Stein has won, 
the rest of us have lost. Our society and cul- 
ture, as well as intellectual discourse, are 
poorer because of it. 

Tim Lannan, NEW YORK CITY 


All Joel Stein bashers out there should rath- 
er acknowledge that in today’s narcissistic 
media culture, mindless blogs abound. At 
least Stein distracts us from all the nuisance 
tweets with columns that—while certainly | 
self-centered—never fail to entertain. 
Alexandra Gheorghinca, NEW YORK CITY | 


SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT 

= In “Brief History: Nazi Fugitives,” we mistak 
enly referred to a concentration camp as “Po 
land's Sobibor death camp” [Nov. 29]. There were 
no Polish concentration camps in World War II; 
Sobibor was operated by German Nazis in Nazi- 
occupied Poland. 
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The Moment 


WITH THE DETENTION OF JULIAN ASSANGE, WHO SAT IN LONDON 
I 2/7 TO: London awaiting possible extradition to Sweden to face charges of sexual 
’ abuse, the WikiLeaks story started a new chapter. Already, 

the insouciance that greeted the first disclosure of U.S. diplomatic documents by Assange and 
his crew—it was no big deal, we already knew this stuff—had given way to a consensus that 
>| WikiLeaks had shed new light on the way the world works and forced into the open things that 
2} governments would have liked to keep in the shadows. Radical disclosure had become a form 
of accountability—albeit (and this is the key point) one not rooted in the political institutions 
of nation-states. With Assange being carted off to prison, a new dynamic emerged. As his 
supporters cheered outside court, fans online struck out at those who they said had attacked 
Assange (MasterCard, the Swedish prosecutor’s office) and set up mirror sites to help WikiLeaks 
stay live. In the supposedly virtual world of cyberspace, an army of real people were anointing 
their new hero. This tale has many turns yet to come. —BY MICHAEL ELLIOTT 
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Defaced posters of Préval-backed candidate 
Jude Celestin in Port-au-Prince 


1 | Haiti 
Disputed Election Results 


Thousands of demonstrators swarmed 
Port-au-Prince’s streets on Dec. 8 to 
protest Haiti’s presidential-election 
results, which will pit former First 

Lady Mirlande Manigat against Jude 
Celestin, amember of President René 
Préval’s Unity Party, in a January runoff. 
The U.S. embassy called the outcome 
“inconsistent” with official election 
observations, which placed pop singer 
Michel Martelly in second place over 
Celestin, thought to be Préval’s chosen 
successor. Public furor following 

the disorganized election is likely to 
intensify in light of a recent report by a 
French epidemiologist that links Haiti’s 
lethal cholera outbreak—which has 
killed over 2,000—to U.N. peacekeeping 
troops from Nepal. Both Nepal and the 
U.N. rejected the report’s findings, saying 
the troops are not to blame. 
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2| Seoul 


U.S. to China: 


Check Your 
Neighbor 


The Obama 
Administration is 
pushing China to 
exert economic and 
political pressure 


| on North Korea, the 


rogue totalitarian 
state that has 
fanned tensions 


| in East Asia since 


shelling a South 


| Korean island 


Nov. 23. Beijing is 
Pyongyang's main 


| ally and is seen 





10.3 


as the sole actor 
capable of reining 
in North Korea's 
confrontational 
behavior. Since 
the November 
attack, the U.S., 
South Korea and 
Japan have agreed 
to mount a united 
response against 
the North. The U.S. 
and South Korea 


| conducted military 


exercises in the 
Yellow Sea amid 
reports of artillery 
drills in the North. 


Price at auction of John James 
Audubon’'s Birds of America, making it 
MILLION the world’s most expensive book 





Guards walk with a Guantanamo Bay inmate. 
There are over 170 left at the facility 


3/| Washington 
Detainees Return to Terrorism 


A report on recidivism rates among 
former Guantanamo Bay detainees 
reignited a debate over the controversial 
facility. Director of National Intelligence 
James Clapper’s report found that of 

the 598 prisoners transferred out of the 
prison since it opened, 150—more than 
1 in 4—are “confirmed or suspected” of 
having re-engaged in terrorist activity. 
The Obama Administration pointed out 
that the vast majority of those prisoners 
were transferred under George W. Bush. 
The recidivism rate under Obama is five 
of the 66 released. 


World Cup Heads to Middle East 


Delegates of FIFA, the Zurich-based body that 
runs worldwide soccer, triggered outrage in many 
quarters after awarding the 2018 and 2022 World 

| Cups to Russia and Qatar, respectively. The run 
up to the vote had been dogged with allegations 
of corruption, making the success of the two 


| 4| Afghanistan 
| Private 
_ Security Ban 


Scrapped 


Despite allegations 
that many private 
security firms in 
Afghanistan kill and 
abuse civilians with 
impunity and funnel 
U.S. aid money 

into the hands of 
Taliban warlords, 
the Afghan 
government said 
the 52 firms that 
provide security 

to U.S.-led troops 
can continue their 
work—at least until 
their contracts end. 
The announcement 
backpedals from 
Afghan President 


| Hamid Karzai’s 


edict in August that 
all contractors— 
including foreign 
mercenaries—cease 
operations by year's 
end and hand over 
their responsibilities 
to the Afghan police. 





For the 2022 


tournament, 
Qatar has 
proposed nine 
shimmering 
new 
stadiums, 
costing tens 
of billions of 
dollars 


bids—both backed by tremendous petrowealth— 
| conspicuous. Qatar will be the smallest country 


ever to host the tournament. 


1 





Number of black students accepted for 
undergrad study at Oxford University in 
2009; Cambridge accepted six 
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ELECTION CRISIS 
Former Prime Minister 
Alassane Ouattara 

was declared the 
winner of Ivory Coast’s 
presidential election, 
with 54% of the vote, 
but the country’s 
Constitutional Council 
nullified the results and 
instead awarded the 
presidency to incumbent 
Laurent Gbhagbo. Both 
politicians took oaths of 
office and named their 
Cabinets. The election 
was intended to unify 
Ivory Coast, which has 
endured more than a 


ws Bi ae 


ee or 


BP SAE SS decade of political unrest. 
: 7 8 | Shanghai 10) 
U.S. Gives Inon Settlements WikiRevenge In School, China on the Rise Prison Fire 
After months of negotiations over Hours after his An international assessment of students Attention turned to 
the renewal of an Israeli settlement London arrest, showed that as China’s economic Chile's overcrowded 
freeze, U.S. officials said they had supporters of power has risen, so has its educational prison system when 


a fire broke out in the 
San Miguel prison, 
killing more than 80 


Julian Assange and 
his controversial 
antisecrecy 


prowess. The survey, which rated the 
aptitude of 15-year-olds in 65 countries, 


given up on persuading Israel to 
halt construction in the West Bank. 


While the U.S. offered defense and website WikiLeaks shows teens in Shanghai far outscoring cemnaten. The Cameun 
diplomatic incentives in exchange began targeting international peers in reading, math and Health Minister said it 
for a construction halt, the right companies that science. However, officials acknowledged was likely the nation’s 
wing Israeli Cabinet never approved had stopped Shanghai is a magnet for China’s best worst prison disaster. 
the deal. The Palestinians refuse serving the group. students and does not represent the entire Some 1,900 inmates 
to resume direct talks without “Hacktivists” from nation. For its part, the U.S. lags behind had been jailed in 
a moratorium. around the globe, countries like Finland and South Korea. a facility built to 
who claimed they accommodate about 
were striking U.S. students trail those 1,000. On the day 
back against evaluated in Shanghai of the fire, President 
governments READING Sebastian Pinera— 
trying to muzzle who presided over 
WikiLeaks, AVERAGE : the dramatic rescue 
managed, among Ge en ed of 33 trapped miners 
other successes, C in October—said the 
to shut down current “penitentiary 
the website of system isn't worthy” 
Mastercard, L S00) of Chile and spoke of 
which had earlier reforming the nation's 
i 4 ' prevented credit- “inhumane” jails. 
Be ane j card donations from be) 
A laborer stands amid construction at the reaching WikiLeaks. MATH SCIENCE 
site of a Jewish settlement near Jerusalem NISATION FOR ECONOM 
Estimated size, in square miles, of a “kill zone” in the Gulf Total value of new U.S. $100 bills that 
SO of Mexico where scientists say much of the oil from the 110 will be burned after printing presses 
BP spill has settled and killed virtually all life BILLION could not accurately produce them 


By Harriet Barovick, Frances Romero, Josh Sanburn, Alexandra Silver, Claire Suddath, Ishaan Tharoor and Kayla Webley 
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OBAMA'S AGENDA 


Will a Deal on Taxes Make 
Way for a Deal on Nukes? 


BY MICHAEL CROWLEY 

What do tax cuts and nuclear arms have in common? 
More than you might think. When President Obama 
compromised with Republicans to extend the George 
W. Bush tax cuts and expand a number of credits, the 
real clincher was a surprise adjustment of the estate tax. 
By accepting a tax of 35% on estates worth more than 
$5 million—a rate much lower than most Democrats 
wanted—Obama endorsed a pet plan of Republican 
Senator Jon Ky] of Arizona. 

Kyl also happens to be the main roadblock to one of 
Obama’s top foreign policy priorities: the New START 
agreement with Russia that would limit both countries’ 
nuclear arsenals. As the GOP’s point man against the 
treaty, Kyl has exasperated Democrats. During a recent 
trip to Sudan, Senate Foreign Relations Committee chair 
man John Kerry haggled with Kyl over the phone past 
3 a.m. Khartoum time. At Kyl’s behest, the White House 
recently added $4 billion to modernize the nation’s nucle 
ar complex. But he still hasn’t budged. And even though 
START has won support from prominent conservatives 
like Condoleezza Rice and George Shultz, many other 
Republicans are following the Arizonan’s lead, leaving in 
doubt whether the treaty can win the 67 votes needed for 
Senate ratification (which will become nearly impossible 
once Democratic ranks shrink in the next Congress). 

It may just be a coincidence that Kyl’s estate-tax plan 
clicked at amoment when the White House is desperately 
seeking START’s passage. (A Kyl spokesman insists it “will 
have no impact” on the Senator’s START position, add 
ing that “at no time have the two issues been negotiated 
together.”) And finding time to vote on START in what's 
left of 2010 won't be easy. Still, Democrats hope that after 
receiving his estate-tax plan as a gift from Obama, Kyl 
might help put START in the President’s stocking. 
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RENEWABLE ENERGY 


Clean Credits, 
Dirty Subsidies 
| And a Key Choice 


| For Congress 


President Obama and Hill 
Republicans may have a deal 
on the expiring Bush tax 
cuts, but they haven’t done 
anything about two expir- 
ing tax credits for renewable 
energy. It’s time for them to 
act. And then not act. 

The short-term future of 
America’s green economy 
depends on the extension of 
a popular tax credit of up to 
30% for wind, solar, geother 
mal and other renew 
able-energy projects. 
Obama’s stimulus 
| package converted 
the credit into a cash 
grant that served the 
same purpose, sup- 
porting 1,179 solar 
installations and 211 
wind projects with invest 





ments of over $16 billion since 


last February, reviving indus 
tries that stalled during the 
financial meltdown of 2008. 
It has bipartisan support, but 
unless Congress intervenes, it 
will vanish on Dec. 31. 

A tax credit of 45¢ per gal. 
for ethanol blenders is also set 
| to disappear on Dec. 31—and 
not a moment too soon. Etha 
| nol brewed from corn is tech 
nically a renewable fuel, but 
it’s even dirtier than gasoline; 
the carbon supposedly saved 
by using farmland to grow 
fuel (which boosts global 









Dianne 
Feinstein 





food prices and worsens 
world hunger) is ultimately 
devoured by the conversion 
of wetlands and forests into 
farmland. In any case, the 
U.S. already has a mandate 
ensuring the production of 
billions of gallons of ethanol; 
the credit is just a way of 
shoveling additional tax dol 
lars to big grain farmers and 
agribusinesses, which already 


enjoy lucrative subsidies. 


1,390 





Environmentalists bit 
terly oppose the credit, 
which costs more than twice 
as much as the renewable 
grants; so do beef producers 
and other feed buyers, the 
grocery industry, antihunger 
groups and an array 
of taxpayer advocates. 
A bipartisan coalition 
of 18 Senators led by 
Democrat Dianne 
Feinstein and Republi 
can Jon Ky! has called 
for its abolition. 

But farm-state 
politicians love the credit, 
which is why it has survived 
for three decades. They also 
love the tariff of 54¢ per gal. 
that protects U.S. corn etha- 
nol from competition from 


| eco-friendlier Brazilian 


sugar ethanol. That tariff 
is about to expire too, and 


| the ethanol industry, accus 


tomed to royal treatment on 
Capitol Hill, is so nervous 
that it supports a compro- 
mise extension that would 
reduce its tax credit 20%. 
The classic congressional 
approach would be to do 
everything: extend the 
ethanol goodies and the 
renewable grants. Doing 
nothing is also a perennial 
option. But Congress ought 


| to beable to say yes and noat 


| the same time. Clean energy 


serves the national interest, 
reducing our dependence on 
fossil fuels while building a 
21st century economy. And 


| ethanol isn’t clean energy. 
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Briefing Washington 


Assange's supporters 
rally to his defense 





Winning the Info War. 
Julian Assange’s arrest 
fortifies his insurgency 


BY MASSIMO CALABRESI 


THERE WAS A TIME WHEN 
Julian Assange’s voluntary 
surrender to British authori- 
ties might have put an end to 
the crisis created by the Wiki- 
Leaks founder’s dissemina- 
tion of thousands of classified 
State Department cables. 

But in the upside-down 
world of transnational 
crowdsourcing, where 
thousands of activists ral- 
lied to defend and extend 
WikiLeaks and its work, 
Assange’s arrest is a win, not 
a loss, for his organization. It 
also presents a problem for 
those who would see him 
extradited and tried for es 
pionage in the U.S. 

WikiLeaks is fueled by 
spectacle. The more people 
who see authorities chal 
lenging Assange, the more 
powerful his movement 
becomes. “The field of battle 
is WikiLeaks. You are the 
troops,” wrote John Perry 


20 


Barlow, a former Grateful 
Dead lyricist and founder of 
the Electronic Frontier Foun- 
dation, a First Amendment 
advocacy group, in a message 
to his followers last week. 
WikiLeaks forwarded the 


| post to 300,000 of its own fol 


lowers. As the U.S. and other 
governments went on the 
offensive against WikiLeaks, 
those “troops” have retali- 
ated in kind. So far, it doesn’t 
look like much of a contest. 
First, WikiLeaks was 
tossed from the servers of 
Amazon, its U.S. host. Then it 
was bumped from a smaller 


| backup host; then it moved 


toa Swiss domain and then 
toa simple numeric Web 
address. At the same time, 
financial institutions tried to 


, cut off WikiLeaks’ funding 


sources. Swiss bank Post 
Finance announced it had 
frozen $41,000 in an account 


| set up asa legal-defense 





fund for Assange. PayPal, 
MasterCard and Visa have 
all blocked donations to 


WikiLeaks. 


The effect of these ef- 
forts? By Dec. 8, WikiLeaks 
listed more than 1,200 Web 
addresses that it said were 
hosting the site worldwide. 
WikiLeaks continued to pub 
lish about 100 cables a day 
from its vast trove of clas- 
sified material. And before 
he surrendered in London, 
Assange distributed a heav 
ily encrypted 1.4-gigabyte 
file to supporters that he said 
contained unedited 


secrets from WikiLe 
aks’ stash; a handful 
of trusted advisers 


hold the key to decode 


the file, said Assange, 


and will release it if 


he dies or WikiLeaks 


is destroyed. 


In the U.S., Repub- 


licans have said they 


want Assange extradited and 
tried and are willing to pass 
a law specifically tailored to 
do so. Attorney General Eric 
Holder has said he’s look 
ing into using new tools to 
charge him. But even circu 
itous legal paths will likely 
be blocked by the same in 
surmountable obstacle: the 
First Amendment. Nearly 
acentury of cases establish 
that it is the government's 
responsibility to keep se- 
crets, not publishers’. The 
fact that the U.S. military's 
Central Command changed 


1,334 











Nov. 28 
WikiLeaks begins 
the publication 

of more than 
250,000 U.S. State 
Department cables, 
over 11,000 of 
which are said to 
be marked “secret”; 
U.S. politicians call 
for Assange’s arrest 


Dec. 1-8 

PayPal, Swiss bank 
PostFinance, Visa 
and MasterCard 
block funding 

of WikiLeaks; 
hackers supporting 
Assange temporar- 
ily bring down 
PayPal, Visa and 
MasterCard sites 


| its rules to make download- 
ing secrets easier and that 
Private First Class Bradley 
Manning allegedly used that 
weakness to funnel secrets 
to WikiLeaks won’t help 
build a strong case against 
Assange. Neither will the 
challenge of differentiating 
WikiLeaks’ publication of 
the cables from mainstream 
news organizations’ doing 
the same thing. 

By contrast, a legal 
fight complete with a 
high-minded debate about 
freedom of speech will 
surely succeed in 
energizing all sorts 
of new Web publish 
ers based on the 
WikiLeaks model. 
In the meantime, the 
U.S. has reimposed 
restrictions on 
downloading secrets 
to CDs and other 
portable media. 

Assange himself may 
have better luck discredit- 
ing his movement than any 
government can. Swedish 
prosecutors say he has been 
accused of having had unpro- | 
tectedsex withonewoman, | 
despite her insistence that 
| he use a condom, and that 
he had unprotected sex with 
another while she was asleep. 
Both would be crimes in Swe- 
den. Assange has not been 
formally charged with any 
crime and denies any wrong- 
doing. —WITH REPORTING BY 
EBEN HARRELL/LONDON 


Dec. 7 

After Assange's 
arrest, WikiLeaks 
tweets, “Today's 
actions against our 
editor-in-chief Julian 
Assange won't af- 
fect our operations: 
we will release 
more cables tonight 
as normal” 
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A proud history of savings and re iability, 
the strength of Warren Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway Inc. 


(Note: the above portrait is not Mr. Buffett.) 


GEICO. 


A SUBSIDIARY OF BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY INC. 





Don’t let his cute looks fool you — when it comes 
to saving you money, he’s all business. 


Ever since the Gecko started with GEICO, he’s been a standout 


figure. The same could also be said of Warren Buffett. But 
even before these two titans of industry came to GEICO, the 
company and its policyholders were already enjoying a 
successful relationship. 


Since its beginnings in 1936, GEICO has grown to become 


~_ +.  - -  C'or?! or 


the nation’s third-largest private passenger auto insurance 
company and is consistently rated “excellent” or better for 
financial security. Plus, with over 9 million policyholders, 
GEICO probably already insures someone you know. 


From the start, GEICO has been dedicated to helping 
people save money and get the right protection. This 
proud tradition still holds true today. In fact, new GEICO 
customers report average annual savings over $500. 

Plus, GEICO offers many discounts that could save you 
even more. 


GEICO is much more than auto insurance. We could help 
you save on homeowners and renters insurance, as well as 
insurance for your motorcycle, ATV, boat, personal 
watercraft, and even your RV. 


With all that GEICO has to offer, it’s no wonder 97% 

of our customers are satisfied. Go to geico.com, call 
1-800-947-AUTO (2886), or contact your local GEICO 
agent. Get a free, no-obligation rate quote in just minutes. 
It’s easy to see how much you could save. 
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Presenting the 
Acoustic Wave® 


Our best-performing 
all-in-one music system. 


When we introduced the original Acoustic Wave® music 
system, Sound & Vision said it delivered “possibly the best- 
reproduced sound many people have ever heard.” And the 
Oregonian reported it had “changed the way many Americans 
listen to music.” 

Today, the improved Acoustic Wave® music system II 
builds on our more than 40 years of industry-leading 
innovation to deliver even better sound. This is the best- 
performing all-in-one music system we've ever made, with 
sound that rivals large and complicated stereos. There’s 
no stack of equipment. No tangle of wires. Just all-in-one 
convenience and lifelike sound. 

Even better sound than its award-winning predecessor. 
With recently developed Bose® technologies, our engineers 
were able to make the acclaimed sound even more natural. 
We believe you'll appreciate the quality even at volume 
levels approaching that of a live performance. 

Use it where you like. 
This small system fits almost 
anywhere. You can move it 
from room to room, or take 
it outside. It has what you 
need to enjoy your music, 
including a built-in CD player 
FM/AM tuner. 


You also can easily connect 





and digital 


additional sources like your 
MP3 player or TV. 
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Shown in Graphite Gray 
with optional 5-CD Changer. 
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Hear it yourself risk free for 30 days. Use our 30-day, 
risk-free trial to try it in your home. When you call, ask about 
adding the optional 5-CD Changer to play your music for hours 
— the same slim remote operates both system and changer. 
Also, ask about using your own major credit card to make 
12 easy payments, with no interest charges from Bose.* Order 
now and save $100 on the Acoustic Wave® music system II. 
Compare the performance with 
large, multi-component stereos 


SAVE $100 


costing much more. And discover 


when you order by 
December 31, 2010. 


why Bose is the most respected 





name in sound. 


To order or learn more: 


1-800-314-3416, ext. G8893 
www.Bose.com/AWMS2 
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Better sound through researche 






Lab Report 


Health, Science and Medicine 


How 

to tell 
whether 
you're 
allergic 
to peanut 
butter 





New Guidelines for 
Diagnosing Allergies 


SURVEYS SUGGEST THAT THE RATE OF FOOD 

allergies is on the rise in the U.S., but 

experts say up to 90% of those allergies may 

be misdiagnosed cases of sensitivity to or 

intolerance of common foods like peanuts, 

milk and soy. So what exactly is a food 

allergy, and how widespread is the problem? 
Those are questions that new guidelines 

from the National Institute of Allergy and 

Infectious Diseases and other groups are 

designed to answer. The recommendations, for 

both the diagnosis and management of food 

allergies, offer doctors a standardized set of tests 

to confirm an allergic reaction to food and help 

distinguish a true immunity-based foodallergy | 

from an intolerance to certain ingredients. 

The commonly used skin-prick and blood- 

antibody tests may identify sensitivities to 

certain foods, for instance. Butonlycombining | 

these tests with a food challenge, in which a 

child ingests a potentially problematic food in 

the doctor’s office, can confirm a full-blown 

allergy. The guidelines also note that there is 

no evidence that avoiding allergy-provoking 

foods during pregnancy will reduce food 

allergies in newborns. 


DATA SET 30% Percentage drop stroke dat 


to stronger preventive measures 


CANCER 


Sources, from left; J. All. and Clin, Imm.; Lancet; |. Child and Adol. Psy. Nursing; Nature Neurosci; Am, |. Human Gen.; Am. Socio. Rev; Data Set: Stroke; PLoS Medicine 
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GAY TEENS 


The Protective 
Effect of a 

Family’s Love 

FOR GAY AND LESBIAN 
teens, coming out to 

family members is often a 
challenging and stressful 
process. In the first research 
of its kind, a survey of 245 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender adolescents and 
their relatives shows just 
how powerful a family’s 
acceptance and support can 
be in helping these teens 
avoid depression, suicide and 
substance abuse. 

Among the teens in the 
study, those whose families 
showed more support—by 
openly discussing their 
child’s sexual orientation, for 
instance, or attending gay or 
lesbian events—not only had 
more self-esteem but were 
also half as likely to have 
had suicidal thoughts or to 
have reported depressive 
symptoms in the previous 
six months of the study, 
compared with teens whose 
families were less accepting. 

The researchers stress, 
however, that the less 
accepting families were 
not necessarily less loving. 
In fact, in many cases, 
these families were simply 
unaware that their well 
intentioned behaviors 


| including efforts to 


change their child’s sexual 
orientation—were actually 
hurtful and disrespectful 
of their children. A better 


| understanding of supportive 


actions and their positive 
effects, say the authors, 
could help more families of 
gay and lesbian teens avoid 
the tensions that can lead to 
mental-health problems. 


BY ALICE PARK 


FROM THE LABS 


Birth Months and 
Biological Clocks 


THE SEASON IN WHICH 
babies are born may set their 
biological clocks for life, 
according to a study in mice. 
Pups weaned in artificially 
created winter or summer 
light cycles and then placed 
in constant darkness 
showed that early exposure 
to winter light may trigger 
an exaggerated response to 
light changes later on. This 
could explain the higher rate 
of conditions like seasonal 
affective disorder in people 
born in winter. 





The Genetic 
Gender Switch 


EVERY ONCE IN A WHILE 
| the coupling of X and Y 
chromosomes goes awry 
and an XY pairing wrongly 
results in a female. Now, 

in a study of such intersex 


individuals, researchers have | 


discovered a genetic switch 
that appears to determine 
just how faithfully XX and 
XY pairings result in the 
appropriate sex. 


HAPPINESS IS OTHER PEOPLE 
Churchgoing people tend to be hap- 
pier and more satisfied than their 

| areligious peers—but why? A new 
survey finds that the key to their san- 

| guine disposition may have more to 

| do with friends than faith. People who 

| attend religious services and have 

| rich networks of church-based friends 

| reported more life satisfaction than 

| those who go to church but have few 

| or no friends in the congregation. 


Decrease in rate of hospitalization for 
heart attack among insured smokers 
who used smoking-cessation drugs 


46% 
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The world of tomorrow needs 


answers that last. 


©Siemens At 


That’s why we’re building them today, with customers 
all over the world. 


It's why we're designing our technology to last longer and use fewer resources. It’s why we're helping our customers reduce 
their CO, emissions. And it’s why we're pioneering new answers with one of the world’s largest environmental portfolios 


As a result, we were just named the best in our business sector by the Dow Jones Sustainability Index. And recognized as 
the top company overall by the Carbon Disclosure Project, the world’s largest independent database of corporate climate 


change information. 


Yet we'd never claim to have all the answers. That's why we’re working with 190 countries. Thousands of cities 
Tens of thousands of companies. In energy, industry and healthcare. 


We're working with the world today to create answers that last for the world of tomorrow 


sliemens.com/answers SIEMENS 








Verbatim 


“We are not changing because of 
interference by a few clowns.’ 


JIANG YU, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman, calling 
the Nobel Peace Prize ceremony in honor of jailed dissident 
Liu Xiaobo “flagrant interference in China's sovereignty” 


‘I think I'll serve as Secretary of State as 
my last public position, 
HILLARY CLINTON, saying she would like to return to her roots as 


an advocate for women and children and is not contemplating a 
repeat run for President in 2012 


‘This is one sweet dollar of vindication.’ 


AARON AND CHRISTINE BORING, celebrating a $1 settlement 
with Google. The couple accused the company of trespassing when 
photos were taken of their home for Google's Street View feature 


‘Caning in Malaysia has hit epidemic 
proportions.’ 


SAM ZARIFI, Amnesty International’s Asia-Pacific director, after 
the release of a report urging the country to halt the practice; 
upwards of 10,000 people are caned in Malaysia every year 


‘The people of Kentucky didn’t elect me 
governor to debate religion. They elected 
me governor to create jobs.’ 


STEVEN BESHEAR, governor of Kentucky, announcing plans to 
provide tax incentives to a group building a Bible-based tourist 
attraction that includes a full-size replica of Noah’s ark 


‘What is being said about the Mossad 
throwing the deadly shark [in the sea] to 
hit tourism ... is not out of the question.’ 


MOHAMED ABDUL FADIL SHOUSHA, Egypt's South Sinai 
governor, claiming that Israeli foreign-intelligence agency the 
Mossad could be behind a series of shark attacks in the Red Sea 


‘It would be difficult to conceive of a 
proposition more inconsistent with the 
Constitution. 


JAMEEL JAFFER, an ACLU lawyer, decrying a judge’s decision to 
throw out a lawsuit that sought to block the U.S. government from 
trying to kill Anwar al-Awlaki (right), a U.S. citizen and Muslim 
cleric accused of planning attacks with al-Qaeda in Yemen 





Sources: AP; Reuters; AP; Amnesty.org; New York Times; BBC; Washington Post 
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For daily sound bites, 
visit time.com/quotes 


TALKING HEADS 


Ed Kilgore 
On why Obama will not face a 


| serious primary challenger in the 


2012 election, in The New Republic: 





“It's very doubtful that the 
grab-bag of complaints floated 
by the Democratic electorate 
Obama’s legislative strategy 
during the health care fight; 
his relative friendliness to 
Wall Street; gay rights; human 
rights; his refusal to prosecute 
Bush administration figures 
for war crimes or privacy 
violations—would be enough 
to spur a serious challenge. 
And while Afghanistan 
is an increasing source of 
Democratic discontent, it’s 
hardly Vietnam.” —12/1/10 


_ Andrew Bacevich 
Advising the U.S. to be firmer with 


Israel, in the Los Angeles Times: 


“The United States today finds 
itself in the position of a 
suitor proffering his beloved 
ever more munificent gifts 
while receiving in return ever 
more perfunctory tokens of 
affection ... A first step toward 
restoring U.S.-Israeli relations 


to health is to withhold further | 


gifts unless fully earned and 
fully deserved.” —12/5/10 


| Jeff MacGregor 


Lambasting the U.S. press for its 


| reaction to FIFA’s site picks for the 2018 


and 2022 World Cups, on ESPN.com: 


“I suppose it’s a step ahead 
for soccer in America that 
anyone anywhere reacted to 
the news at all. That the same 
mainstream columnists who 


ignore soccer when they aren't | 


busy mocking it howled like 
cartoon characters makes 
sense, because the only thing 
American sports writing 

hates more than losing is 
soccer. So losing soccer to 
loser countries like Russia and 
Qatar was a double blow to our 
national ego.” —12/6/r1o 


TIME December 20, 2010 
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Milestones 





Samuel Cohen 


DURING THE COLD WAR AND 
over the course of many U.S. 
administrations, the neutron 
bomb—a weapon produced 
but never used—sparked 
highly charged debates. 
Politicians, scientists and 
others argued over the impli- 
cations of a nuclear weapon 
meant to kill while inflicting 


Elaine Kaufman 


ELAINE KAUFMAN BARELY 
passed high school, prefer- 

ring instead to educate herself | 
by reading books on her own 
and sneaking the New York 
Daily News under her desk. It 
was fitting, then, that soon 
after opening her Manhat 

tan restaurant, Elaine’s, in 

1963, Kaufman developed a 


28 


limited structural damage. 
Physicist Samuel Cohen, 


| who died Nov. 28 at 89, 


repeatedly defended the 
controversial warhead he 
designed in the 1950s. “It’s the 
most sane and moral weapon 
ever devised,” he told the 
New York Times toward the 
end of his life. “It’s the only 


| nuclear weapon in history 
that makes sense in waging 


war. When the war is over, 


| the world is still intact.” 


In contrast to a regu- 


| dar hydrogen bomb, this 


enhanced-radiation warhead 
was constructed to release 
many more neutrons, sub- 
atomic particles that would 
kill living organisms (includ- 


| ing troops in armored tanks) 


while not destroying building 
and other inanimate objects 
that lie outside the smaller 
zone hit by the bomb’s reduced 
blast and heat effects. Mean 
while, the radiation from the 
neutron bomb would soon 





loyal clientele of writers and 
editors who regularly stayed 
until the wee hours. 
Kaufman died Dec. 3 at 
81, but her legacy as a friend, 
confidante and champion 
of struggling scribes as well 
as New York’s literary elite 
(George Plimpton, Tom Wolfe 
and Kurt Vonnegut among 
them) remains. The feisty 


| critics believed that a 


dissipate, allowingthearea_ | 
to be reinhabited not long 
after an attack without risk 
of contamination. 

Cohen, who worked on 
the Manhattan Project before 
joining the Rand Corp., ar 
gued that the neutron bomb 
was better for civilians. But in 
former Soviet Premier Nikita 
Khrushchev’s words, it was 
intended “to kill a man in 
such a way that his suit will 
not be stained with blood, in 
order to appropriate the suit.” 

While some decried 
the bomb as the “ultimate 
capitalist weapon”—harming 
people rather than property 
others opposed it because 
of the very sensibility 
Cohen championed. These 


| purposely limited nuclear 


| ally became as well known 


(the director also met future 


weapon could all too realis 
tically clear the way for 
further—and even more 
intense—nuclear warfare. 
—BY ALEXANDRA SILVER 


proprietress—who eventu 


as the politicians, musicians 
and other celebrities who fre 
quented her exclusive eatery 
over the decades—was a New 
York City institution. Woody 
Allen shot the opening scene 
for Manhattan at Elaine’s 





wife Mia Farrow there), and 
in 2003, the New York Land 
marks Conservancy declared 
Kaufman a Living Landmark. 

It was common knowl 
edge that patrons frequented 
Elaine’s not for the food (basic 
Italian fare) or decor ($5 lights 
from Little Italy) but for the 
colorful Elaine herself, a host 
ess unafraid to slap unruly 
customers or call Norman 
Mailer’s writing “boring.” So 
while the restaurant will con 
tinue on after her passing, it 
will do so without its spirited 
soul. —BY FEIFEI SUN 








| as well as a two-year > 





Earl Reum 


| He changed the world, 


one kid at a time. In 
countless speeches 
and workshops over 


| more than 50 years, 


Earl Reum persuaded 
millions of teenagers to 
dream big—some for an 
hour, many for a lifetime. 
A tireless proponent 

of education through 
extracurricular activities, 
“Mr. Student Council” 
died Dec. 5 at 79. 


The CEO 
of coal- 
mining giant Massey En- 


RESIGNED 


| ergy, Don Blankenship, 


will retire at the end 
of December. The 
announcement came 
eight months after a 


| deadly explosion in 


Massey's Upper Big 
Branch mine in West 
Virginia, which had 
received numerous 
citations for safety 
violations. The blast, 
which killed 29 people, 
was the worst mine 
disaster in the U.S. in 
40 years and resulted 


| in criminal as well as 
| civil investigations and 


lawsuits. Blankenship, 
60, has been Massey's 2 
chairman and CEO 3 
for a decade. In an |e 
interview just after the Z 
April 5 explosion, iz 
Blankenship, who has 3 
denied responsibility, ; 
said, “Anything you do in x 
life has risk.” Anything, . 
that is, except retiring 

as chief of Massey. > 
Blankenship's exit pack- 
age includes $12 million 





consulting gig with 
health insurance. —A.S. lz 


TIME December 20, 2010 
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The all-new, smaller, lighter, faster Kindle. 

Think of a book and start reading it in 60 seconds. 

Carry your library—up to 3,500 books. 

Easy to read, even in bright sunlight. EVAN kj fatal le 
8.5 ounces—lighter than a paperback. — 

Long battery life—up to one month. Learn more at amazon.com/kindle 
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Elizabeth Edwards. 
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BY DAVID VON DREHLE 


WASHINGTON TENDS TO CON 
fuse fame with merit, and 
so it sucks up to Senators 
and Cabinet Secretaries and 
talk-show hosts while ignor 
ing their spouses. But when 
Elizabeth Edwards landed in 
Washington some ro years 
ago, she was different. We 
heard that all the time. John 
Edwards? Yeah—but you've 
got to meet his wife! 

You may not remem 
ber this, given all that has 
happened since. Elizabeth 
Edwards was everything an 
up-and-comer’s spouse is not 
supposed to be: funny, talk 
ative, opinionated, brainy, 


30 


rv VV 





VNO Carve’ 


vivid. She was in constant 
violation of the rule that says 
no one is allowed to outshine 
the candidate. I must say 
I never understood what 
people saw in her husband, 
the 2004 Democratic vice- 
presidential nominee. When 
I would ask for an explana- 
tion, what I usually heard 
was that he must be all right 
if Elizabeth married him. 
They met in law school. 
She was the smarter one, as he 
readily acknowledged. John 
Edwards made a fortune on 
his ability to captivate a jury, 
but she too had a knack for 
winning over an audience 
of strangers. Back then, her 
biography seemed to trace the 


Briefing 


inspiring line of a Hollywood 
tearjerker: great success inter 
rupted by an unspeakable 
tragedy—elder son Wade's 
death in a car accident—only to 
be renewed by grit and the ar 
rival of more children, followed 
by an ascent to new heights. 

The intervening decade 
was cruel to her and devastat 
ing to her memory. By the 
time Edwards died—on Dec. 7 
at age 61, of relentless cancer 
at her home in Chapel Hill, 
N.C.—she had seen herself hu- 
miliated by her husband's infi 
delity and lies, while enduring 
the exposure of her own worst 
traits. People charmed by her 
at dinner parties were evident- 
ly lucky they weren’t working 
for her under the pressure of a 
failing campaign. 

A great Irish band of the 
1980s, the Pogues, made a 
memorable recording of Eric 
Bogle’s heartbreaking song 
“And the Band Played Waltz 
ing Matilda.” There’s a line 
in it that might have spoken 
to Elizabeth Edwards: “Never 
knew there was worse things 
than dyin’.” 

Ina sense, her decade in 
the public eye was a long, slow 
death, a literal mortification. 
An eating away not just of 
the body but of the reputa 
tion. And we came to see that 
Wade's death—at least in the 
way Edwards told the story— 
was the beginning of it all. In 
the devastated aftermath of 
her son’s death, she and her 
husband reached a turning 
point. John Edwards decided 
to enter politics; Elizabeth 
added her energy and drive to 
the project. Thus began the 
public life, and with it, the 
painfully public death. 

Politics has never been 
easy on the families of candi- 
dates. That’s especially true 
now, when no foible goes 
unreported and no blemish 





unremarked. Any reasonable 
person pondering public ser 
vice must look at the experi 
ence of Elizabeth Edwards and 
blanch, for while it’s one thing 
to suffer the hot glare of the 
spotlight, it’s quite another to 
inflict it on your loved ones 
Increasingly, high office looks 
like an achievement no fully 
sane family would pursue. 

There is no reason to re 
hash the tawdriness of John 
Edwards’ 2008 presidential 
campaign. Suffice it to say 
that we learned some famil 
iar lessons all over again, 
about the point at which 
ambition becomes corrupt 
ing and about the explosive 
potential of flattery poured 
on vanity. And let’s not forget 
the one about the tangled 
webs we weave when first we 
practice to deceive. 

Perhaps we have also 
been reminded of just how 
hard it is to know a person 
especially a public figure. 

It’s a mistake to think that 
seeing is the sum of know 
ing, and just as big a mistake 
to think that we can under 
stand a human being only 

on the basis of her public life. 
Fame is a fun-house mirror, 
eternally distorting. The soap 
opera that was Elizabeth Ed 
wards’ story in the last years 
of her life was as incomplete 
a picture as that Hollywood 
esque tearjerker a decade ago. 

I suspect that she was 
never quite the comet that 
she appeared to be. In fact, she 
said it herself. “St. Elizabeth is 
too one-dimensional, and it’s 
really not me,” she declared 
in a 2007 interview with the 
Wall Street Journal. Likewise, 
she probably wasn’t quite 
the wreck she appeared to be 
near the end. But whoever she 
really was, Elizabeth Edwards 
paid full price for her hopes 
and dreams. w 
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Fighting and Feasting. A protracted battle 
to open a school and oust the Taliban 
reveals the muddle of the Afghan war 


ON A MOONLESS, PITCH-BLACK BUT 
impossibly starry night in early December, 
I traveled with a U.S. Army patrol through 
the town of Senjaray, in the Zhari district 
of Afghanistan’s Kandahar province. 

Our mission was to attend a dinner party 
at the local police station. The soldiers, 
members of the 1-502 regiment of the 

rorst Airborne Division (famously known 
as the Black Hearts), were led by their 
executive officer, Captain Cullen Lind. 

He, and they, assumed the dinner was a 
celebration of recent events in the district: 
after an extremely tough fight, the Taliban 
had been driven out of the area. The 
summer fighting season was over; there 
had been only one violent incident in the 
past two weeks. 

When we arrived at the mud-walled 
police fort, the soldiers were surprised by 
the elaborate nature of the party. There 
were musicians; there was a feast—lamb 
and rice, fresh bread and vegetables, 
deliciously prepared. “We've never seen 
anything like this before,” Lind told me. 
As the musicians, who were excellent, 
played the desultory Afghan national 
anthem, a ragtag row of a dozen police 
officers—some in uniform, some not; 
some with rifles, others not—stood at 
strict attention. “The song is good for our 
national spirit,” said Karim Jaan, the local 
police chief. “It isa way to build power.” 

Lind and the other Americans had 
developed a certain amount of respect 
for the police chief over the past six 
months. He seemed a young man on the 
rise; he had recently served four months 
as governor of the Zhari district. What 


By mid-October, 

locals were willing to 
participate in cash-for- 
work programs. ‘We’ve 
got about 500 people 
working most days now,’ 
said a U.S. officer 


| me. “There were also rumors that he was 


the soldiers didn’t know was that Jaan 
had just been fired as governor. “Karim 
Jaan was not able to reach out past his 
tribe and build the sort of shura [council] 
coalition we needed,” a U.S. official told 


| close to the Taliban—although almost all | 


these local leaders are—and Ahmed Wali | 
Karzai [President Hamid Karzai’s corrupt 


| and powerful brother, the de facto ruler 
| of Kandahar province) didn’t like him.” 


| characters like Karim Jaan. 








| offa fierce battle that lasted through the 


In fact, this was Jaan’s first day back 
as police chief in Senjaray—which was 
the real reason for the party. He wanted 
the appearance of a triumphant return. 
As with so much else in Afghanistan, 
the apparent victory celebration was 
something else entirely. And as with so 
much else in Afghanistan, the future 
rested in the hands of questionable 


| first visited Senjaray last April and wrote | 
about the efforts of a U.S. rifle company, led 
by Captain Jeremiah Ellis, to reopen the 
Pir Mohammed School, which had been 
closed and booby-trapped by the Taliban 

in 2007. The school was finally retaken by 
Ellis’ troops in late April, which touched 


summer. “The Taliban actually announced 
that their highest priority was to prevent 
the school from reopening,” a U.S. official 
in the district told me. Indeed, the school 
was a metaphor for Zhari, an area that 
both sides considered crucial strategic 
turf, the heartland of the Taliban (Sangsar, 
the birthplace of Mullah Omar, was only 
afew miles away), the key to controlling 
Kandahar province. 

And so Pir Mohammed School became 
a fortress. There were daily mortar, rocket- | 
propelled-grenade and small-arms attacks 
from the Taliban, who controlled the area 
to the south. The fight intensified when 
Ellis’ Dog Company was replaced by 
Captain Nicholas Stout’s Bravo Company 
of the rorst Airborne in late May. “We 
hada soldier shot through the chest on 
our second day at the school,” said Lind, 








| who is Stout’s second in command. “A 


majority, maybe two-thirds of our troops, 
were wounded and received Purple 
Hearts during the course of the summer.” 
When I'd joined the company on 
patrol in Senjaray last April, the locals 
had watched us quietly. A month later, 
children started throwing stones, then 
tossing grenades at the soldiers and 
racing away into the crowds. “The first 


| grenade attack, I detained maybe 75 


people,” Stout said. “I told them, ‘When 
someone tosses a grenade at us, it’s going 


| to affect you too. We're going to round 
| you up, detain you and interview you 


until we find the culprits. I know this is 
unfair and inconvenient, but we can’t 
tolerate this sort of violence.’” 

Fora time, at the urging of the local 
elders, Bravo Company pulled back from 
the school and left it in the control of 
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Surge in the south Troops 

in Taliban strongholds like 
Pashmul, where U.S. and Afghan 
soldiers patrol, below, have made 
gains, but locals still fear that 

the insurgents will return 





the local Afghan National Army (ANA) 
forces—whose efforts were mixed, at 
best. That changed in August when a 
Taliban rocket-propelled grenade killed 
a7-year-old boy. “Lieutenant Ghafar got 
really exercised over that,” Stout told me, 
referring to the local ANA commander. 
“He came to me witha plan. They were 
going to go door to door, talking to the 
people, asking them if they really wanted 
their kids blown up like that.” The 
Americans had posters of the dead child 
printed and distributed. “It was the first 
time the ANA took the initiative,” Stout 
continued. “They’ve been great ever since.” 
A few weeks later, the Taliban tried 
to assassinate Jaan—who was then the 
district governor—in a road ambush. 
Jaan fought off the attack, but one of his 
bodyguards was killed. The fact that he 
actually fought the Taliban, and repelled 


| the attack, gave him greater stature in the 


town—and it gained some respect for 
the police, who had previously restricted 
their activities to protecting the local, 
rather supine strongman, Hajji Lala. 


| Now the police became more active. 


They set up and manned checkpoints 
on the major roads through town; 
they established a substation at the Pir 
Mohammed School. 

But the security situation really 
turned around in September, when a 
major operation—Dragon Strike, the 
long-awaited battle of Kandahar—was 
launched by the NATO coalition, moving 
westward from the city of Kandahar along 
the Arghandab River Valley, clearing 
the Taliban heartland. “Our command 
brought in teams of sappers to clear the 
mines and tremendous air support. We 


| found weapons caches and blew up the 


‘factories’ where the Taliban were building 
the improvised explosive devices [IEDs],” 
Stout told me. “When it was clear that we 
were really driving out the Taliban, people 
began coming to us—and especially to our 
ANA partners—with tips. Within a week, 
they helped us find 16 IEDs and arrest nine 
of the enemy.” By mid-October, the locals 
were willing to risk participating in cash- 
for-work programs: improving the town 
bazaar, cleaning out irrigation canals for $5 
a day. “We've got about 500 people working 
most days now,” said Stout. “We're hoping 
to hire a lot more.” 


A recent ABC News poll of Afghan 
attitudes found that people in the 
southern, Taliban-dominated provinces 

of Kandahar and Helmand were feeling 
more secure as a result of the increased U.S. 
military presence. (The rest of Afghanistan 
was feeling less secure, however.) And 

so there is an opportunity in towns like 
Senjaray now—an opportunity to build 
support among the population before the 
Taliban try to retake the area next spring. 
“We're going to concentrate on expanding 
cash for work to more permanent projects,” 
said Casey Johnson, a USAID worker in 

the Zhari district, “and also try to build 

a strong district shura across the various 
tribes and factions.” 

The U.S. troops, with a strong assist 
from the ANA, had done a remarkable 
job clearing out the Taliban. But the 
real battle for Senjaray was now in the 
hands of Karim Jaan, who had emerged 
as the town's most important politician. 
He had the winter to prove that the 
Afghan government could provide real 
security, services and justice for the 
people. A year before, Jaan’s sympathies 
had been opaque—but now he'd chosen 
a side: because he'd been targeted by 
the Taliban, his only hope was to fight 
them aggressively. The same went for the 
hundreds of local citizens who'd joined 
the cash-for-work program; their families 
will be targeted when the Taliban return 
in numbers. (There are still occasional 
IED, mortar and grenade attacks.) 

On the night of his welcome-home 
feast, I asked the police chief when he 
might reopen the Pir Mohammed School. 
“It depends on the security. We are 
training the police. They have to be able to 
secure the town next spring if the Taliban 


| return.” “Where will the teachers come 


from?” I asked. “From here in Senjaray,” 
Jaan said. “I know people. I will select 
them.” And with that, he whipped out 

a wad of cash, peeled off a few notes and 
dispatched an aide to pay the musicians. 
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n He Win 
By Losing? 





Obama cuts a tax deal with the GOP and tries for 
another stimulus. Will it revive his presidency? 


BY MICHAEL SCHERER 


ARACK OBAMA THE LAW PRO- 
fessor didn’t show up for 
work on Dec. 7. Instead, it 
was Barack Obama the street 
fighter who stepped before 
cameras in the White House briefing 
room, amped up and looking for trouble 
as he explained his grand compromise 
over taxes and unemployment benefits. 
He taunted the political establishment, 
dismissing “sanctimonious” liberals, com- 
paring Republicans to “hostage takers” 
and offering high sarcasm for his critics. 
“Not everybody agrees with us,” he said 
in a voice as dry as the winter winds out- 
side. “I know that shocks people.” Asked 
afterward if someone had slipped Red Bull 
into the presidential Honest Tea, press sec- 
retary Robert Gibbs shot back, “He didn’t 
need it today.” 

A certain amount of defensiveness is 
only natural when you are in the process 
of dropping a core campaign promise. Both 
parties have long agreed that the George 
W. Bush-era tax cuts for most Americans 
needed to be extended, despite the enor- 
mous cost. But under the outlines of the 
deal—which could still change and has yet 
to be approved by Congress—the tax cuts 
for the richest 2% of Americans would also 
be extended for two years and the tax on 
inheritances would be lowered from the 
Obama goal of 45% to 35%, with the first 
$5 million tax-free. The cost of these mea- 
sures: about $100 billion more than Obama 
wanted to spend. 

In exchange, Obama won more than 
$300 billion in tax breaks and benefits 
designed to put more money in the pock- 
ets of middle-class Americans as a way of 
stimulating the economy. Payroll taxes 
would drop from 6.2% to 4.2% for one 
year, giving a household with $70,000 
in income an extra $1,400 in spending 
money. Unemployment benefits would 
be extended for another 13 months, and 
other tax breaks for students, parents and 
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businesses (which Republicans too had 
generally favored) would be expanded or 
extended. In all, it amounted to a second 
economic-stimulus package, a priority of 
the White House economic aides since 
late summer. 

Orat least that’s how the White House 
described it. Though the entire package 
could add as much as $900 billion to the 
deficit, White House aides insisted it was 
a clear win. The deal would boost the 
economy going into the 2012 elections, 
they argued, create an estimated 1.3 mil- 
lion more jobs and help reposition Obama 
in the political middle, putting 
the interests of American fami- 
lies before party priorities. “The 
American people didn’t send us 
here to wage symbolic battles or 


1.3 


Reid made it clear that the President would 
have to do the heavy lifting himself. If you 
want a two-year extension, Reid said, look- 
ing the President in the eye, then you will 
have to take the leadership role in selling it 
to Congress. At a meeting on Tuesday just 
moments before Obama's press conference, 
Vice President Joe Biden got an earful from 
unhappy Senators who thought the White 
House should have gone to the mattresses 
and rallied the American people. 

Some of those complaints are just pos- 
turing, the standard prelude to the deal- 
making that accompanies all tax bills, 
as members seek last-minute goodies be 
fore votes get cast. One Democratic Sena 
tor, Louisiana’s Mary Landrieu, who has 
been fighting with the White House over 
offshore-drilling policy, stood before re 
porters and called the deal “almost morally 
corrupt” for its deficit impact. She did not 
mention that she previously supported the 
tax cuts for the rich and a lower estate tax. 

If there was anxiety in the White 
House, it was over the prospect of refight- 
ing the battle in two years. Temporar- 
ily extending tax cuts for the wealthiest 
Americans, some Democrats worry, will 
make the provisions all that much harder 
to kill in the future. “You have greatly 
upped the chance that this never goes 
away,” says former top Obama 
economic adviser Christina 
Romer, who nonetheless sup- 
ports the deal because it will 
stimulate the economy. 


; A) apaeades MILLION : : 
win symbolic victories,” Obama If the compromise survives 
Sag 4 x Estimated jobs cree 
said in a bit of chest thumping ieemat the next few weeks, its imme 


when he announced the deal. It 
also cheered the business com- 
munity, one of the alienated 
constituencies that the White 
House hopes to bring back into 


$1,400 


Payroll-tax cut for 


diate legacy will likely be a dif- 
ferent presidential style—more 
tough-talking taskmaster than 
laid-back facilitator. Obama 
has interpreted his midterm- 


the fold. “It certainly isaveryre- households earning ejections drubbing as a clear 
freshing 180-degree turn from $70,000 mandate to butt heads with po- 
what we have seen over the last Gra ae litical leaders, even those in his 
two years,” said Republican Dirk $1 20 own party—to lead and not fol- 
Van Dongen, a lobbyist for the low. Liberal activists who have 
nation’s wholesalers. BILLION long been calling on Obama 

But the pragmatic political  Deficitincrease _to fight harder now find them- 
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Avenue looked a lot like craven — Payrolltaxcut ire, “To my Democratic friends, 


capitulation to many on the oth- 

er. Liberal members of Congress blasted 
the deal as irresponsible and unfair. “We 
got screwed,” said New York Representative 
Gary Ackerman in a closed-door meeting 
with his caucus. Democrats, after all, still 
control the House and the Senate, most 
Americans oppose giving more tax cuts to 
the rich, and the fairness issue has been a 
reliable mantra of Democratic campaigns 
since 1984. Sitting in the Oval Office on 
Monday, Senate majority leader Harry 








what I'd suggest is let's make 
sure that we understand this is a long 
game. This is not a short game,” Obama 
said at his press conference. His aides 
make no secret of their awareness that the 
old Obama method of hanging back and 
coaxing a process will not fly in the new 
Congress. “We have learned some lessons 
from health care,” says one senior aide, In 
other words, this isanew Obama. And he is 
just getting started. —wiTH ADDITIONAL 
REPORTING BY JAY NEWTON-SMALL a 
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Get the point? 
With a tax-cut 
package in hand, 
Obama makes a 
run to the middle 
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SHE 


DOES 


WANT? 


Is Sarah Palin running for President? Or to 
be America’s leading conservative celebrity? 
The former Alaska governor spent most 

of 2010 having it both ways. How long will 
she keep everyone guessing? 


BY JAY NEWTON-SMALL 


OR THE LONGEST TIME, 
Sarah Palin was leery of 
Facebook. Some of the 
comments left on her 
page during the 2008 vice 
presidential campaign 
were so withering and 
unpleasant that it took months of coax 
ing by her staff and her daughters Bristol 
and Willow to convince Palin that she 
should give it another try. So she waded 
back into the digital fray just after she 
resigned the Alaska governorship and 
as her aides were compiling a new press 
list. Her first Facebook post, in August 
2009, accused the Obama White House of 
creating “death panels” as part of health 
care reform. 

That offhand remark, as inaccurate 
as it was incendiary, helped incite weeks 
of embarrassing town-hall meetings for 
Democrats, which in turn nearly brought 
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down the Administration’s top priority. 
Palin, working at the time in San Diego 
on her first book, was surprised by her 
post’s galvanizing power. With just a 
few keystrokes, she discovered, she could 
ruin White House press secretary Rob 
ert Gibbs’ day, or as she puts it, “I find it 
a great way to communicate with people 
directly without the media filter.” 

There was no more talk of press lists. 
Since then, Palin has posted 307 messages 
to her 2.5 million Facebook fans, reaching 
her base much as Ronald Reagan reached 
his in the 1970s with his weekly radio 
commentaries. Eight Palin lieutenants 
scattered across the country were quietly 
given the job of policing her site. To this 
day, they scrub anything that is threaten 
ing, pornographic or unfit for children; 
that questions Barack Obama’s citizen 
ship or the parentage of Palin’s toddler son 
Trig; or that hints that the government 


CANDIDATE? 





NATION | SARAH PALIN 


was behind the 9/11 attacks. Beyond that, 
though, pretty much anything goes, and 
over the past year, she has used her page 
and her Twitter account to promote her 
books and television show, endorse nearly 
100 Republican candidates and blow De- 
nali-size holes in the daily news cycle. 

While other Republicans followed 
predictable and even plodding paths to 
ward the White House this year, Palin 
has moved along two parallel tracks, one 
befitting a candidate, the other designed 
for a celebrity. It is often hard to tell where 
one stops and the other begins, and that is 
by design. A presidential candidate used 
to need a central headquarters and satel 
lite offices in all the early primary states; 
now all a contender like Palin needs is a 
cable modem. Working largely from her 
lakeside house in Wasilla, Alaska, Palin 
raised millions of dollars, produced three 
viral Internet videos and endorsed more 
than seven dozen Republican candidates 
(most of whom prevailed). 

At the same time, however, she worked 
more on her profile than on her platform, 


* . releasing her second best-selling book in 


= two years and starring in her own cable 


gS as much as $13 million in the bank. Palin 
; ; and center on both stages, 
- = whether jabbing Washington 
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2 Republicans a little stressed 
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>= only GOP elder voicing concern 
> over a potential Palin run for the 


= « who fret that Sarah Palin could 
-5 devastate their party in 2012 are 
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television series and in the process putting 


has been particularly adroit 
at keeping her name front 


Republicans for their pork 
barrel spending or turning 
up in Hollywood to watch her 
daughter Bristol advance to 


the Stars. (Bristol’s ribald safe-sex 
PSA, meanwhile, became some 


Palin’s maneuvering has 


out. Barbara Bush, who recent 
ly expressed hope that Palin 
might stay in Alaska, isn’t the 


White House. “The same leaders 


too scared to say in public what 
they all complain about in pri 
vate,” wrote Joe Scarborough, a 
former GOP Congressman and 
host of MSNBC’s Morning Joe, in 
an op-ed. “Enough. It’s time for 
the GOP to man up.” Only Obama 
seems unfazed by Palin’s game. 
On Nov. 24, he was quoted as say 
ing that he doesn’t “think about” 
Palin, but even if that statement 

is accurate, he is perhaps the only 
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Sarah’s Crew 

Palin oversees an unusual galaxy of conservative 
aides andadvisers spread out from Anchorage to 
England. Most worked for McCain or Bush. Each 
is dispensable—except the First Dude 


Rebecca Mansour 
SPEECHWRITER 
The former screenwriter says she left the GOP 
in 2006 because of George W. Bust 
handling of the wars, fiscal issue 
the debate over immigration.” She even tned 
volunteering for Obama before Palin came 


along. Mansour parlayed her loyal blogging 





Palin's behalf into a speechwriting job last year 





Todd Palin 
FIRST DUDE 
When Sarah Palin was 
Alaska’s chief executive, 
Todd was often dubbed the 
“shadow governor’ 
because he sat in on so 
many meetings and lobbied 
for her agenda. The family’s 
chief breadwinner for most 
of the past two decades, 
he is now his wife’s 
de facto manager. Although 
rarely heard in public, his 
voice is often the only one 
she heeds. 





Pam Pryor 
DOMESTIC-POLICY 
ADVISER 
Palin first hired Pryor, once 

~ chief of staff for former 
4 Oklahoma Republican 
Representative J.C. Watts, 
as a spokeswoman, but 
Pryor now advises Palin on 












Eric Welch 
VIDEOGRAPHER 
Welch started PassCode 
Creative to give a modern 
flavor to country music and 
political ads. He has 
produced ail three of 
Palin's acclaimed videos: 
“Mama Grizzlies,” “Tea 
Party” and “Together.” 


national issues. 


Thomas Van Flein 4 
LAWYER/ADVISER + 
In the past two years, Van Ms 
Flein has gone from hired \ 
gun to close confidant for \ 
both Palins. While he’s still \ 
practicing employment law, 
he spends an increasing 
amount of time helping 
Palin and, after Todd, is 
often her first call for 
advice, political or legal. 





Andrew Davis 

RESEARCHER/POLITICAL ADVISER 
Davis served as deputy campaign manager for 
George W. Bush's re-election campaign and as 

an opposition researcher for the Republican 
National Committee. He met Palin at the end of 
2008, when he joined her campaign staff. She 

hired him in early 2010 to vet the 92 

Republicans Palin endorsed for the midterms. 


Tim Crawford 
SARAHPAC 
TREASURER 
Crawford runs Palin's 
fundraising and finances. 
“| can give my two cents, 
but the governor makes her 
own decisions,” says 
Crawford. “No one’s pulling 
her strings. There’s no 

puppet master.” 





Doug McMarlin and \ 


Jason Recher (above) 
ADVANCE MEN 
The two have worked 
together since 1999 doing 
advance work for George 
W. Bush. They often travel 
with Palin—Recher from 
New Orleans and McMarlin 
from Columbus, Ohio. They 
also give her political 
advice. 















Randy Scheunemann 
FOREIGN POLICY 
ADVISER 
Scheunemann, a lobbyist, 
was sent by the McCain 
campaign to help beef up 
Palin’s foreign policy 
knowledge before the vice- 
presidential debate and has 
Stayed on, 





John Coale 
FRIEND/ADVISER 

Coale, a Democrat and well- 
known Washington lawyer, 

got to know Palin through his 
wife, Fox News’ Greta Van 
Susteren. Coale and Palin 

became good friends; he set 

up her PAC and lends advice 

when needed. ee 
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Michael \ 
Goldfarb 
ADVISER 
The former McCain deputy 
lends a hand with foreign 
policy research, media 
relations and political 
consulting. Goldfarb 
works at Scheunemann’s 
Washington lobbying firm, 
Orion Strategies. 


Joshua 
Livestro 
RESEARCHER 
Livestro, a Dutch national 
living in England, started 
defending Palin on blogs 
in 2008. He drew 
Mansour’s attention, and 
by the end of 2010, she'd 
hired him to help her with 
speech research. 


Shealah 
Craighead 
PHOTOGRAPHER 
Palin has never been 
comfortable being 
photographed, but 
Craighead puts her at / 
ease. Palin included many / 
of Craighead’s photos in 
her latest book, / 
America by Heart. / 
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person in politics who can reasonably 
make the claim. 

If anything, Palin looms even larger in 
the public consciousness now than she did 
two years ago, a fact that has implications 
for the Republican Party, Obama and the 
rest of the nation. There is little sign that 
she has a master plan to capture the GOP 
nomination, and yet her moves over the 
past year suggest that her political intu 
ition is easily as good as that of her more 
experienced (and all male) rivals. Indeed, 
her go-with-her-gut confidence is some 
thing many voters think Obama often 
lacks. “She has amazing instincts,” says 
Rebecca Mansour, Palin’s speechwriter. 
“That said, they’re never uninformed 
decisions ... She knows what’s at stake.” 

So what exactly is at stake? Does Palin 
really want to be President and assume the 
burdens that go with the job? Oris she just 
teasing the Grand Old Party while she lays 
the foundations for a more comfortable 
life as a public provocateur, doing TV, writ 
ing books, making speeches and dabbling 
in politics as it serves her greater goals? 
The former scenario is what many in the 
Republican Party are dreading; the latter 
one is freezing the likely GOP presiden 
tial field until she clarifies her plans. And 
Palin, naturally, wisely and consistently, 
is coy about the answer. “I would run be 
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A grizzly tour 
Palin, with 
daughter Piper, 
wrote America 
by Heart last 
summer while 
filming her 
television series 
on Alaska 





cause the country is more important than 
my ease, though I’m not necessarily living 
a life of ease,” says Palin, who answered 
questions from TiME via e-mail. Andina 
shot at Obama’s habit of playing golf dur 
ing the “recovery summer,” she added, 
“I'm very busy helping people and causes. 
So busy, in fact, I haven't had time to hit 
the links in quite a few years.” 


Inside Sarahland 

THE GOLFING DIG AT OBAMA IS EXACTLY 
the kind of barb that has delighted Palin’s 
fans and infuriated her detractors from 
her first moments on the national stage 
more than two years ago. She has a sixth 
sense for her opponents’ weak spots—a 
useful tool in politics but perhaps an even 
more valuable one when considering life 
asa permanent pundit. She doesn’t act like 
a candidate: she hasn’t kissed the rings of 
GOP leaders in Washington, hasn't hired 
pollsters and Svengalis or made a habit 
of spending her weekends in Cedar Rap 
ids and Iowa City. GOP veterans say she 
may be the first Republican hopeful in 
a generation who doesn’t need to bother 
with these prerequisites. She does have a 
growing staff with roots in the conserva 
tive wing of the party. But one clue to the 
Mystery of Sarah is that her circle of aides 
looks less like a campaign in the making 
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This should put you in the holiday spirit. 


NATION SARAH PALIN 


than a quirky family business in which 
Palin is the chief product. 

At the center of the enterprise is her 
husband Todd, 46—part Mr. Mom, part 
manager, part consort. As she writes in 
America by Heart, “He has been a partner 
to me in every conceivable way—in life, 
in love, and in doing battle with the New 
York Times.” (When asked about divorce 
rumors in the summer of 2009, Palin 
gasped, “Have you seen Todd?”) In the past 
few years, Todd quit his job on Alaska’s 
North Slope as a production operator for 
BP, began handing the family’s modest 
commercial-fishing business to the cou- 
ple’s 21-year-old son Track and became 
CEO of Sarah Inc., functioning as chief of 
staff, top adviser, lead scheduler and fam- 
ily enforcer. The Palins still drop every- 
thing, though, for his annual participation 
in the Iron Dog snow-machine race. 

If Palin has no Karl Rove or David Axel- 
rod whispering in her ear (she says she 
doesn’t need one), only her husband comes 
close. His small-business experience 
makes him a strong advocate for small 
government and lower taxes. He listens in 
on most of her interviews and preps her for 
TV appearances from the studio Fox News 
built in their Wasilla home. He’s the one 
who will leave staffers with a kind word or 
the family’s thanks; he’s also the one who, 
when it’s required, does the firing. He is of- 
ten more passionate than his wife when he 
perceives a wrong. He monitors the news 
about her with a Google alert that goes to 
his BlackBerry. 

Below Todd, the lines of authority blur 
and then largely disappear. Palin’s inner 
circle consists of four far-flung staffers 
who have little in common other than 
their loyalty to her. Thomas Van Flein, 
47, has served as the family lawyer for 
several years and has expanded his port- 
folio from personal matters to everything 
from endorsements to a prospective 
presidential bid. Mansour, 36, is a former 
Hollywood screenwriter turned political 
blogger who is based in Los Angeles. Her 
fierce championing of Palin online won 
her a spot on Palin’s staff soon after Palin 
resigned from office. Andrew Davis, 33, 
was brought on to help Palin vet Republi- 
cans seeking her endorsement in 2010. A 
former campaign aide to George W. Bush, 
Davis works out of Sacramento, and his 
role has steadily grown from researcher 
to general political adviser. Virginia- 
based Tim Crawford, the treasurer of 
Palin’s PAC, worked in the Reagan White 
House and, at 58, is the oldest and most 
experienced of the group. 

Like most retainers, Palin’s crew is 
not a team of rivals: it is devotedly, self- 
effacingly protective of its boss. Palin has 


Her popularity 
among conservatives 


means that she can 
wait until the last 
minute, perhaps 

a year from now, 
before jumping 
into the GOP 
sweepstakes 


hired some people virtually sight unseen, 
and yet the most important credential ap- 
pears to be loyalty. For example, Joshua 
Livestro, a bombastic Dutch conserva- 
tive living in England who used to blog 
at Conservatives4Palin.com, won a spot 
doing research at $4,000 a month after 
Mansour noticed his ferocious defense 
of Palin online. (He has never met Palin 
or any members of her staff face to face.) 
Foreign policy aide Michael Goldfarb, a 
former McCain staffer, has met Palin in 
person only “once or twice,” he says, but 
has become one of the few staffers trusted 
enough to speak with reporters. Palin’s 
wildly popular videos, meanwhile, 
were shot and produced by Eric Welch, 
a country-music-video specialist Palin 
met backstage at the National Tea Party 
Convention earlier this year. “The staff,” 
says Crawford, “has grown organically. 
We don’t have titles. When something’s 
needed, we all pitch in, from xeroxing and 
collating to weighing in on endorsements 
and speeches to traveling with her.” 

The main gang of six—Sarah, Todd, 
Crawford, Mansour, Van Flein and 
Davis—has settled into something of 
a routine this year: Palin and her hus- 
band receive a daily morning briefing 
from Davis and Mansour via e-mail. It 
includes links to articles on candidates 
she’s endorsed, what’s happening inside 
the Beltway and around the world, and 
local sports news in the areas where 
she’s traveling. The staff holds three con- 
ference calls a week—usually without 
Palin—but the conversation via Skype, 
e-mail and cell phone is continuous. 

Palin expects long days from her staff, 
and she has lost nearly a dozen part- or 
full-time aides in the past year. Many, 
such as spokeswoman Meghan Staple- 
ton, speechwriter Lindsay Hayes and 


domestic-policy adviser Kim Daniels, 
have left on amicable terms or for per- 
sonal reasons. But she can be an exacting 
taskmaster and like most pols is quick 
to freeze people out if she doubts their 
fealty, several privately say. Still, come- 
backs by prodigal staffers aren’t unheard 
of. The current constellation of staff, 
Palin recently told Time, suits her fine. 
“I don’t need ‘handlers.’ I don’t like trav- 
eling with ‘an entourage.’ I have a few 
very good people who work for me, and 
I really don’t see the need for a large, ex- 
pensive bureaucracy.” 


Sarah 2.0 

THE MOST INTRIGUING THING PALIN HAS 
done since 2008 is march steadily to the 
right. Once a moderate Republican who 
proudly appealed to Alaska’s independent 
voters, she is now much more overtly 
conservative. Though her powerful vid- 
eos, meant as they are for mass audiences, 
usually lack specifics, her speeches and 
tweets are far more pointed. She has 
mocked Obama’s “vast” nuclear-arms ex- 
perience acquired as a community orga- 
nizer and slammed him for apologizing 
to the world for America’s greatness. In a 
speech to the Southern Republican Lead- 
ership Conference in April, she hit Obama 
for “coddling our enemies and alienating 
allies” and for offering “tepid sanctions” 
on North Korea. 

Palin has lately folded into her Face- 
book posts a healthy dose of kitchen-table 
economics, as when in early December she 
called on governors to resist federal bail- 
outs and get their budgets in order. She 
has accused the Administration of bank- 
rupting the government by trying to hire 
its way out of the recession. She delights 
in pointing out the inconsistent scrutiny 
of the “lamestream media.” “The biggest 
change I’ve seen in her in the last year is 
that her scope is much broader,” says Van 
Flein. “When I first met her, oil and gas, 
making the state more efficient—those 
were the issues that consumed her. Her 
focus has broadened to where her targets 
are national, foreign and economic issues.” 

If Palin has shrewdly anticipated the 
Tea Party’s rise, the mechanics of her op- 
eration area little pokier. She hasn’t made 
a big fundraising push, holding just two 
events for her PAC this year, compared 
with Mitt Romney’s nine. Still, her popu- 
larity has helped her rake in the cash on- 
line and by mail: through her PAC, now 23 
months old, Palin has raised $5.4 million, 
more than Tim Pawlenty and Haley Bar- 
bour combined, but less than Romney, 
who has raised $8.8 million. The bulk of 
her funds have gone to pay for her travel, 
staff salaries and fundraising itself, and 





44 


TIME December 20, 2010 








FLOVENT helps prevent asthma symptoms, 
so she can breathe easier: 


It's hard to watch your kid having a tough time breathing. Fortunately, FLOVENT can help. 
Taken daily as directed. it can help prevent symptoms before they start because it helps 
reduce airway inflammation, an underlying cause of asthma symptoms. FLOVENT is not 
for, and should not be used to treat, sudden symptoms. It won't replace a rescue inhaler. 


FLOVENT is approved for use in children with asthma ages 4 and older. Can FLOVENT help 
prevent your child's asthma symptoms? Ask your doctor today. 


important Safety Information About FLOVENT DISKUS 


*Do not use FLOVENT DISKUS to treat sudden symptoms of asthma. 
FLOVENT DISKUS is not a rescue inhaler and should not be used to give 
you fast relief from your asthma attack. Always use a rescue inhaler, such 
as albuterol, during a sudden asthma attack. 
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or active tuberculosis, you should stay away from people who are infected. You 
should avoid exposure to chickenpox, measles, and tuberculosis. If exposed, 
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* FLOVENT DISKUS can cause serious side effects, including: 

- fungal infections (thrush) in your mouth and throat. Tell your doctor if you 
have any redness or white-colored coating in your mouth. 

- weakened immune system and decreased ability to fight infections. 
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infections, or ocular herpes simplex may occur. Symptoms of infection ma 
include: fever, pain, aches, chills, feeling tired, nausea and vomiting. Tell 
your doctor about any signs of infection while you use FLOVENT DISKUS. 

- decreased adrenal function (adrenal insufficiency). Symptoms of 
decreased adrenal function include tiredness, weakness, nausea and vomiting, 
and low blood pressure. Decreased adrenal function can lead to death. 

- allergic reaction (anaphylaxis). Call your doctor and stop FLOVENT 
DISKUS right away if you have any symptoms of an allergic reaction: 
swelling of the face, throat, and tongue, hives, rash, breathing problems. 

- lower bone mineral density. This may be a problem for people who already 
have a higher chance of low bone density (osteoporosis). 

- slow growth in children. The growth of children using FLOVENT DISKUS 
should be checked regularly. 

- eye problems including glaucoma and cataracts. Tell your doctor about 
any vision changes while using FLOVENT DISKUS. Your doctor may tell you 
to have your eyes checked. 
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right away after using FLOVENT DISKUS. Always have a rescue inhaler with 
you to treat sudden wheezing. 


* The most common side effects of FLOVENT DISKUS include a cold or upper 
Heep stent tract infection, throat irritation, nausea and vomiting, fever, and 
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You are encoura: to report negative side effects of prescription 
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BRIEF SUMMARY 


This summary does not take the place of talking | 
to your healthcare provider about your medical | 
condition or treatment. See full Prescribing | 
| kinds listed above. 


Information for complete product information. 


What is FLOVENT DISKUS? 


FLOVENT DISKUS is an inhaled prescription 

corticosteroid medicine for the long-term 

treatment of asthma in people aged 4 and older. 

© FLOVENT DISKUS helps to prevent symptoms 
of asthma. 

© FLOVENT DISKUS does not treat the sudden 
symptoms of an asthma attack, such as 


wheezing, cough, shortness of breath, and | 


chest pain or tightness. Always have a fast- 
acting bronchodilator medicine (rescue 
inhaler) with you to treat sudden symptoms. 


It is not known if FLOVENT DISKUS is safe and 
effective in children younger than 4 years of age. 


Who should not use FLOVENT DISKUS? 
Do not use FLOVENT DISKUS: 
© to treat sudden symptoms of asthma. FLOVENT 
DISKUS is not a rescue inhaler and should 


not be used to give you fast relief from 
your asthma attack. Always use a rescue 


inhaler, such as albuterol, during a sudden 


asthma attack. 


¢ if you have severe allergy to milk proteins or 
fluticasone propionate. Ask your doctor if you 
are not sure. 


What should | tell my doctor before taking 
FLOVENT DISKUS? 


Before you use FLOVENT DISKUS, tell your doctor 


if you: 
© have liver problems. 


© have been exposed to chickenpox or measles. | 


¢ have any other medical conditions. 


© are pregnant or planning to become pregnant. 


It is not known if FLOVENT DISKUS will harm 
your unborn baby. Talk to your doctor if you are 
pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 


e are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. It is not 
known if FLOVENT DISKUS passes into your 
breast milk. You and your doctor should decide 
if you should use FLOVENT DISKUS while you 
breastfeed. 


Tell your doctor about all the medicines you take / 


including prescription and non-prescription 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. 
FLOVENT DISKUS may affect the way other 
medicines work, and other medicines may affect 
how FLOVENT DISKUS works. Especially, tell your 
doctor if you take: 


e anti-viral medicines, including medicines that 
contain ritonavir (commonly used to treat HIV 
infection or AIDS). 

any other corticosteroid medicines. 


¢ ketoconazole (NIZORAL®), an antifungal 
medicine. 





This is not a complete list of medicines that can 
affect FLOVENT DISKUS. Ask your doctor if you 
are not sure if any of your medicines are the 


Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of them 


and show it to your doctor and pharmacist when | 


you get a new medicine. 


How should | use FLOVENT DISKUS? 
e Read the detailed Instructions for Use that 
comes with FLOVENT DISKUS. 


eAn adult should always watch a child use 
FLOVENT DISKUS to make sure that it is used 
correctly, as instructed by your doctor. 


e FLOVENT DISKUS comes in 3 strengths. | 


Your doctor has prescribed the one that is best 
for your condition. 


© Use FLOVENT DISKUS exactly as your doctor 
tells you to use it. Do not change the dose 
yourself. Your doctor will tell you how many times 
to inhale your FLOVENT DISKUS and when to 
use your FLOVENT DISKUS. Do not inhale more 
doses or use your FLOVENT DISKUS more often 
than your doctor has prescribed. 


eFLOVENT DISKUS delivers your dose of 
medicine as a very fine powder that most 
people, but not all, can taste or feel. 
Whether or not you can taste or feel your dose 
of medicine, you should not take more than the 
prescribed dose. If you are not sure you are 
getting your dose of FLOVENT DISKUS, contact 
your doctor or pharmacist. 


elt may take 1 to 2 weeks or longer after 
you start FLOVENT DISKUS for your asthma 
symptoms to get better. You must use FLOVENT 
DISKUS regularly. Do not stop using FLOVENT 
DISKUS, even if you are feeling better, 
unless your doctor tells you to. 


© If you miss a dose, just take your next dose at 
your regular time. Do not take 2 doses at the 
same time unless your doctor tells you to. 


lf you are not sure about your dosing, call , Call your doctor right away if you have any of the 


your doctor. 


emergency relief of sudden asthma attacks. 
Contact your doctor right away if: 


—an asthma attack does not respond to your 
rescue inhaler or 


— you need more of your rescue inhaler than ! 


usual, 


© If you also use another medicine by inhalation, 
you should ask your doctor for instructions on 
when to use it while you are also using 
FLOVENT DISKUS. 


¢ Do not use FLOVENT DISKUS with a spacer 
device. 


What should | avoid while taking FLOVENT 
DISKUS? 


e If you have not had or have not been vaccinated 
against chickenpox, measles, or active 
tuberculosis, you should stay away from people 
who are infected. 
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FLOVENT DISKUS can cause serious side 
effects, including: 


¢ fungal infection (thrush) in your mouth and 
throat. Tell your doctor if you have any redness 
or white-colored coating in your mouth. 


e decreased ability to fight infections. 
Symptoms of infection may include: fever, pain, 
aches, chills, feeling tired, nausea and vomiting. 
Tell your doctor about any signs of infection 
while you use FLOVENT DISKUS. 


¢decreased adrenal function (adrenal 
insufficiency). Symptoms of decreased 
adrenal function include tiredness, weakness, 
nausea and vomiting, and low blood pressure. 
Decreased adrenal function can lead to death. 


allergic reaction (an “pee Call your 
doctor and stop FLOVENT DISKUS right away if 
you have any symptoms of an allergic reaction: 
— swelling of the face, throat, and tongue 
— hives 
— fash 
— breathing problems 
© lower bone mineral density. This may be a 
problem for people who already have a higher 
chance of low bone density (osteoporosis). 
¢ slow growth in children. The growth of 
children using FLOVENT DISKUS should be 
checked regularly. 
¢ eye problems including glaucoma and 
cataracts. Tell your doctor about any vision 
changes while using FLOVENT DISKUS. Your 
doctor may tell you to have your eyes 
checked. 
e increased wheezing (bronchospasm). 
Increased wheezing can ha cart right away 


after using FLOVENT DISKUS. Always have a 
rescue inhaler with you to treat sudden wheezing. 
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she spent about the same amount on 2010 
candidates as her likely rivals did: less 
than 10%. But Romney has devoted the 
past two years to building a much broad- 
er network of statewide PACs, which will 
enable him to raise millions more if he 
proves successful in the early contests. 
Palin has not moved beyond her simple 
federal PAC. 

The pattern of Palin’s endorsements 
in 2010 signals that she at the very least 
wants the option to run. She endorsed 
g2 GOP candidates this year, some af- 
ter careful consideration, others on the 


| fly. Palin favored hopefuls much like 
herself—underdog conservative women, 


or mama grizzlies, as she called them— 
but she had a checklist too: she looked 
for those who were pro-life and anti- 
stimulus and backed expanded oil and 
gas drilling, including opening up the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. 

Her picks were not strictly ideological; 
when it came to states that are important 
in the 2012 GOP presidential calendar, 
Palin was much more pragmatic. She 
backed Terry Branstad for governor in 
Iowa and Kelly Ayotte for Senate in New 
Hampshire over candidates preferred by 
the local Tea parties. And where she was 
bold, she was strategically bold: she got 
behind South Carolina gubernatorial 
hopeful Nikki Haley very early in 2010, 
when Haley was trailing her rivals. That 
was a long-shot bet ina state that has been 
the make-or-break contest for Republican 
presidential hopefuls. Governor-elect 
Haley now owes Palin a debt. 

There is something unmistakably 
improvised about the way Palin oper- 
ates. Eleventh-hour decisions mean that 
her team has had its share of missed 
flights, misspelled candidates’ names, 
appearances canceled at the last minute, 
endorsements in races attributed to the 
wrong state, to say nothing of made-up 
words like “refudiated.” Her endorse- 
ments often took recipients by surprise, 
and when she did campaign for a candi- 
date, it was often so late that the local re- 
porters didn’t even know she was in the 
state. Three days before the elections in 
November, Palin was in New York City for 
a series of Fox News interviews. She had 
hoped to add a day trip to New Hampshire 
on Nov. 1 to appear on behalf of Ayotte but 
discovered that her Fox commitments 
were more demanding than she had ex- 
pected. So the Ayotte trip was scrubbed. It 
was not a big decision as these things go, 
but it was a reminder that political chits 
are amuch smaller consideration for Palin 
than they might be for other presidential 
hopefuls at this stage. 

Thata politician of Palin’s stature often 


‘My positions 
are not at all 
controversial. 
The majority 
of Americans 
agree with 

me across the 
board on the 
issues.’ 


——SARAH PALIN 


wrestles with her schedule is a reflection, 
aides say, of her being a mother of five 
without a nanny. The Friday before the 
elections, for example, 2-year-old Trig had 
a routine operation related to his Down 
syndrome, and Palin did not want to com- 
mit to any events until she was sure that 
he was recovering. That’s a decision every 
parent can understand—and that con- 
stant calculation is a part of her unusual 
appeal with women. Her aides say family 
issues will be a big factor in Palin’s deci- 
sion about her future, but which way they 
cut is anyone’s guess. Even her close ad- 
visers acknowledge that Palin is playing 
by a new set of rules. “Sarah does things 
differently,” notes John Coale, who set up 
her PAC. “She doesn’t hire a lot of consul- 
tants. She, as they say, listens to the beat of 
a different drum.” 


Will She Repeat Her Own History? 
ASKED VIA E-MAIL WHAT SHE WOULD DO 
if elected, Palin carefully says the first 
priority “of the next Republican Presi- 
dent” should be “to sign a bill for the 
repeal and replacement of Obamacare 
with true free-market, patient-centered 
reform.” Obamacare’s repeal, she adds, 
“would help to cut future deficits. It 
would also send a strong signal to Amer- 
ica’s workers and employers that gov- 
ernment is back on their side and is no 
longer seeking to impose its one-size-fits- 
all ‘solutions’ from above.” Palin says she 
would “also look for entitlement reform, 
as well as a systemwide audit of govern- 
ment spending with a goal to move us 
toward zero-based budgeting practices 
and, ultimately, a balanced budget. We 
need to start really living within our 
means. As any mother or father will tell 
you, don’t spend what you don’t have.” 
Palin implies that she is unworried 





by the way she has become a lightning 
rod to both the right and the left. “My 
positions are not at all controversial. The 
majority of Americans agree with me 
across the board on the issues. I think 
it’s a personal thing that probably stems 
from media demonization of me and mis- 
characterization of what I stand for,” she 
says. “Shoot, if Il read and believed all the 
lies these guys write about me, I wouldn't 
like me either!” 

Such statements suggest that Palin 
may get into the race just to set the 
record straight. Her new book—a folksy 
mashup of Thomas Jefferson, Alexis de 
Tocqueville, Calvin Coolidge, the Wall 
Street Journal and the New York Times— 
argues that the U.S. under Obama has 
lost its sense of pride and come unhinged 
from the values of family and small gov- 
ernment. She continues to attack the 
Washington crowd, by which she point- 
edly means both Democrats and Republi- 
cans. Palin has used this playbook before. 
When she ran for governor of Alaska, she 
abruptly resigned her chairmanship of 
the statewide board on oil and gas con- 
servation to protest the commission’s 
corruption and then launched a revolt 
against the “boys’ club” in Juneau. She is 
poised to run a similar play against GOP 
insiders in Washington. “Some in the 
GOP establishment have a problem with 
me because I’ve been taking on the good- 
ol’-boy network for a couple of decades 
now,” she says, “and some of the good ol’ 
boys obviously don’t like it.” 

Palin has time on her side. Her 
popularity among conservatives 
means that she can wait until the last 
minute—perhaps as late as a year from 
now—before jumping into the Republi- 
can sweepstakes. And she could raise mil- 
lions of dollars overnight. A number of 
veteran GOP operatives think she could 
win the nomination, even if polls today 
give her no chance of beating Obama. If 
Palin does run, “there would be excited 
thunder from the grass roots, celebration 
in the White House and despair among 
GOP leaders,” says Mike Murphy, a long- 
time Republican consultant. 

But Palin thinks Obama is vulnera- 
ble, and she implies that she is the one to 
take him on. “In battleground states, he’s 
polling at 40% or below,” she notes. “The 
country is rejecting his agenda ... My vi- 
sion of America is diametrically opposed 
to his. He sees America as the problem. | 
see America as the solution.” Asked what 
she makes of Obama’s presidency thus 
far, Palin quipped, “Two words: Jimmy 
Carter.” Asked who can beat him, she 
needed seven more: “Someone who can 
draw a sharp contrast.” 7 
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Lonely life Ramzi Thaer 
Rafik watches a soccer game at 
aconcrete field in Ein Arik 


Photographs by Joachim Ladefoged for TIME 
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N THE QUESTION OF ISRAELIS, 
Ramzi Thaer Rafik knows 
what he knows. He spoke to 
one once. Five years ago. “I 
was 10 years old, but I remem 
ber it very well,” he says. The Israeli was a 
soldier, and he demanded to know why the 
young Palestinian was going from one end 
of his village to the other. Ramzi informed 
him that he was on his way to school. 

At that point in Israel’s 43 years of oc 
cupation of Palestinian territory, its army 
maintained a permanent checkpointin Ein 
Arik, a village strung along a deep cleft in 
the steeply terraced hills just west of Rama] 
lah. The young soldiers provided security to 
fellow Israelis living in hilltop settlements 
nearby and, in the bargain, afforded a view 
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ing opportunity for young Palestinians who 
would henceforth know Israelis only as sol 
diers and settlers, the newly installed Wall 
having barred exposure to any other kind. 
Ramzi took what he could from the 
encounter—the soldier was brusque and 
belligerent, he recalls—and remained 
alert for further information. Some ar 
rived on a recent Friday, from a neighbor 
he was helping repair a fence. Nidal Sha 
heen had been to Jerusalem three years 
earlier, having scored a day pass good fora 
few hours on the other side. He seized the 
opportunity to take his family to the zoo, 
“They were nice,” said Shaheen of the 
Israelis he met there. Ramzi listened close 
ly. The animals, he could conjure; his fam 
ily has a satellite dish. Harder to imagine 


‘Not only 

do [Palestinian 
youth] not 

see normal 
Israelis, 

but they 
witness the 
violence of 
the soldiers.’ 


ALI OTHMAN SALAMA, 
JANITOR, EIN ARIK SCHOOL 








was an Israeli smiling at an Arab from a 
ticket booth. He gave it a moment, then 
piped up, offering with a knowing air the 
only explanation that made sense to him: 
“The zoo is split,” Ramzi declared. “There’s 
an Arab side and an Israeli side.” 

The separation barrier—the seldom- 
used formal name for the Wall—turns out 
to be a label lush with meaning. Israelis 
credit the serpentine, 400-mile (640 km) 
system of fences, barricades and check- 
points with reducing terrorist attacks to 
almost nil since construction began in 
earnest seven years ago. But the Wall has 
done more than keep out suicide bombers. 
No less important, it has created a separa- 
tion of the mind. Israelis say they simply 
think much less about Palestinians. Anda 
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One side of the line Ramzi 
lives with his family in a small 
apartment in a West Bank town. 


He doesn’t know any Israelis 


generation of Palestinians is coming of age 
without even knowing what Israelis look 
like, much less the land both sides claim 
as their own. The absence of familiarity, 
names, basic knowing—the absence of the 
foundations of empathy—does not bode 
well for the chances of the two peoples one 
day living as neighbors in peace. 

The economic consequences of the Wall 
are plain: it has kept out of Israel hundreds 
of thousands of Palestinians who used to 
travel there every day, mostly to work. In 
the living room of Ramzi’s father, family 
friend Taeser Ihmad complains that after 
20 years earning 200 shekels ($55) a day 
as a gardener at a Jerusalem hospital, he 
now makes just 80 shekels ($22) building 
houses in Ramallah. 

“I never faced a day that they were not 
nice to me,” Ihmad says of the Israelis as 
Ramzi and his older brother Anis watch si 
lently from the sofa, drinking in the adult 
conversation with both the silence expect- 
ed of the young in an Arab household and 
the curiosity that betrays a less obvious 
effect of the barrier. Whatever lies beyond 
it—enemy, oppressor, kindly cashier—is 
largely a matter of speculation to those 
born in the hammock of optimism be- 
tween the 1993 Oslo accords and the sec- 
ond intifadeh, the uprising that began in 
2000 and ended after an iron curtain was 
drawn across the occupied territories. 

Ramzi’s 12-year-old cousin Khalid has 
been to Jerusalem with relatives three 
times. They strolled in the Old City, com- 
mon ground for Muslims, Christians and 
of course Jews. Khalid says he saw them. 
What did they look like? “Like the ones who 
are here,” he says matter-of-factly. “Green 
pants, green shirt.” No civilians? Khalid 
shakes his head. Really? No one in regular 
clothes, perhaps with a skullcap, like a set- 
tler? “I don’t know what asettler looks like,” 
the boy says. In fact, settlers stopped pass- 
ing through the village a couple of years 
ago, after Israel completed a bypass road 
that whisks them from the nearest check- 
point to their hilltop subdivisions without 
having to encounter a native. 


Illicit Day Trips 

A HANDFUL OF ISRAELI PEACE ACTIVISTS 
have defied their government in order 
to reach these isolated people—and take 
them shopping. They smuggle Palestin- 
ians across checkpoints in their cars— 
Israeli Jews sail right through—for illicit 
day trips to the fleshpots of Tel Aviv. “I 
want people to grow up knowing each 
other,” says Ilana Hammerman, an Israeli 
book publisher who could face criminal 
charges for carrying young Palestinian 
women to the beach and the mall. 

The trips are asymbolic effort against 
an everyday reality that takes Ramzi up 
and down the highway to school, down 
to the store, maybe up the hill to sneak 
under the gate into the soccer field, but 
always into the backyard to feed the 
white pigeons that can go where they 
like. His daily life is circumscribed not 
only by his parents but also by the Israeli 
checkpoints at Qalandia, 5 miles (8 km) 
to the southeast, and Bilin, 5 miles to the 
west. Life uncoiling in a confined space 
produces pressure that builds so slowly 
as to be measured across years. 

Three years ago, 71% of Palestinians fa- 
vored reconciling with Israel, according to 
a survey conducted for the Friedrich Nau- 
mann Foundation for Liberty. This sum- 
mer, anew survey found only 61% in favor. 
Least enthusiastic of all were the young 
est asked: among Palestinians ages 18 to 
24, only 46% favored reconciliation. More 
dramatic was the drop in the percentage of 
Palestinians who said they could imagine 
having a Jew as a neighbor. The question 
was premised on the assumption that Is 
rael had pulled its roo-plus settlements 
out of the West Bank. Still, just 38% an- 
swered yes, down from 50% three years 
ago. Among the youngest, just 1 in 3 can 
imagine living near a Jew—the same ra- 
tio found among supporters of Hamas, the 
militant Islamic group that has taken over 
the Gaza Strip. In fact, surveys show that 
young Palestinians are the least likely to 
support direct negotiations with Israel, to 
believe that Palestine will ever be a state or 
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to say Hamas should abandon its denial of 
Israel’s right to exist. None of which sug- 
gests time was on the side of either Israeli 
or Palestinian negotiators, even before di- 
rect talks collapsed in recent days. “You go 
to most places, including America, and the 
older you are, the more conservative,” says 
Jamil Rabah, a director of Near East Con 

sulting, the Ramallah pollster that pre 

pared the surveys. “Not in Palestine. Here, 
the older you are, the more liberal; the 
younger you are, the more conservative.” 


When You Can’t See the Other 

RABAH ATTRIBUTES THE SHIFT PARTLY TO 
the rise of political Islam across the Mus 
lim Middle East—and partly to Israel’s 
pushing Palestinians into that very com- 
munity, not least by taking as its own near- 
ly the whole Mediterranean coast, which 
historically kept Palestinian elites, at least, 
oriented to the West. 

As late as 1967, some Palestinians often 
saw impressed Israelis who on weekends 
would drive over to Ramallah to snap pic- 
tures of Rabah’s grandfather’s villa. “Now 
it’s reversed,” he says. High-tech Israel has 
an enviable quality of life, one that young 
Palestinians would like to experience for 
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themselves. But neither side visits the 
other. 

“The lack of these field trips prevents 
the Palestinian youth from seeing the de- 
veloped ways of the Israelis, the way they 
live,” says Ali Othman Salama, the jani- 
tor at the Ein Arik secondary school. “Not 
only do they not see normal Israelis,” says 
Salama, who worked in Israel for 20 years 
and felt it did him some good, “but they 
witness the violence of the soldiers.” 

A few Palestinians manage to make 
their way across the border. “It’s a very 
beautiful area,” says a teen who borrowed 
his father’s ID to sneak aboard a Red Cross 
bus to visit a brother jailed in Israel. But 
most of the new generation hear more of 
what was. “We're from Ramla originally,” 
Ramzi will point out upon introduction, 
naming the village his grandfather was 
driven from in 1948 and which his family 
still refers to as home. In the spirit of resis 
tance, the boy was named foran uncle who 
was killed in 1991 while fighting Israelis 
near Gaza alongside his friend Anis, for 
whom Ramzi’s brother is named. “I don’t 
know—I guess they had a Hamas feeling, 
like they wanted to battle,” says their fa- 
ther with an admiring smile. “I named my 


in the olive groves Palestinian boys engage in a protest with Israeli soldiers near the village of Bilin 
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sons after my brother and my neighbor 
“So that people don’t forget them,” Ramzi 
says from the couch. “And always remem 

ber them.” 

At the school, principal Jamil Saadat 
asks students what comes to mind when 
they hear the word Israeli. The replies 
are not descriptions but abstractions: 
“Crimes.” “Settlements.” “Killing of chil 
dren.” Finally a girl named Ismahad raises 
her hand. “Strange,” she says. “Strange peo 
ple. Very rude.” 

A few minutes later, Saadat, a steadfast 
supporter of Fatah, lays out the basics of 
the two-state solution Palestinian Au 
thority President Mahmoud Abbas wants 
to negotiate with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu: abandonment of Is 
rael’s hilltop settlements, a shared Jerusa 
lem, a sovereign Palestinian government 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. How 
many would support it? In a class of 34, 
just five hands go up. The rest of the roth 
grade computer-science class insists upon 
getting all of Palestine back—every acre, 
from the Jordan River to the sea, the way it 
was before 1948. 

And you think, In most of the world, 
the future belongs to the young. ss 
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CASH CRUNCH 


The Buck 
Shops Here 


Dollar stores won Walmart customers during 
the recession—and plan to keep them 


HE BATTLEFIELD FOR THE MIND 
and wallet of the American 
consumer is splayed across a 
strip mall in Charlotte, N.C. 
On one side of the parking 

lot, nestled between an empty storefront 

and the Family Christian store, is a Dol- 

lar Tree. At Dollar Tree, a chain of 4,009 

superdiscount outlets, every item indeed 

costs a dollar or less. If anyone needs a 

reminder, the signage on top of the store 

and three stickers on the front window 
scream, “Everything’s a Dollar! Every- 
thing’s a Dollar! Everything's a Dollar!” 

This Dollar Tree faces a sprawling 
Walmart Supercenter—a runt ready to 
take swings at a schoolyard bully. And 
it’s connecting. Hard. Sales at Dollar Tree 
and other outlets in the rock-bottom sector 
of retailing are booming, the companies 
earning record profits. Meanwhile, at 
Walmart, U.S. same-store sales have de- 
clined for six straight quarters. Walmart 
is instead seeking growth in Africa, where 
it plans to purchase control of Massmart, a 
sub-Saharan discount retailer. 

This fascinating contrast can be ex- 
plained in part by Bridget Frankel, a moth- 
er of five, who says the economy is always 
on her mind. Her husband has been forced 
to switch jobs four times since the family 
moved to North Carolina from Ohio five 
years ago. A 10.4% unemployment rate is 
dogging the Charlotte area, so she’s not 
confident about her family’s prospects. 
That’s why Frankel makes more trips to 
Dollar Tree, where she snaps up school 
supplies and holiday decorations and 
other stuff she used to buy at Walmart. 
At Dollar Tree, she'll sometimes give her 
kids $5 and send them ona treasure hunt. 
They usually pick up toys, but her daugh- 
ter once returned with some kind of light- 
ed toenail clipper. “Hey, if it’s something 
ridiculous,” she says, “it’s only a dollar.” 

The darkest days of the Great Recession 
hammered retailing. Same-store sales for 
upscale merchants like Saks and Aber- 





BY SEAN GREGORY/CHARLOTTE 


crombie & Fitch fell by comical numbers, 
more than 25%. Circuit City and Linens’n 
Things got wiped out. There are shuttered 
stores everywhere, emptying jobs along 
with their shelves. 

Out of the economic collapse came what 
consumer analysts called the new normal 
or the great reset; after years of borrowing 
to spend beyond their means, Americans 
were going to change their habits. Cheap 
was the new chic. Or is it? Retail sales are 
up 11.2% from the lows of the recession 
and off just 1.8% from prerecession peaks. 
After a disastrous 3.9% downward spiral 
in 2008 and a less than stellar 0.4% uptick 
in 2009, sales are forecast by the National 
Retail Federation to increase 2.3% this holi- 
day season compared with last year’s. 

Americans are spending again, but not 
uniformly. Luxury buying has rebounded, 
but shoppers are also channeling more of 
their money into the dollar stores. “We 
didn’t expect to be promoting the stocks 
of the discounters at this stage of the 
recovery,” says Laura Champine, a retail 
analyst at Cowen & Co. “This reflects the 
high unemployment levels and a value- 


NO DISCOUNT HERE 
Shares of the dollar stores 
are rocketing, while 
Walmart shares and 

the S&P 500 lag 
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focused consumer. Usually, we'd be recom- 
mending the growth-oriented retailers, 
not the bottom feeders.” 


From Second-Rate to Record Sales 
WALK INTO THAT DOLLAR TREE IN CHAR- 
lotte and you'll find the usual collection 
of made-in-China clutter: whoopee cush- 
ion over there, a garish plastic headband 
over here. But Dollar Tree and its deep- 
discounting cousins Dollar General and 
Family Dollar, which offer about 25% 
to 30% of their merchandise for a buck 
and keep the bulk of it under $10, are no 
longer pushing just garage-sale junk. At 
Dollar General, for example, about 70% 
of the products are consumables like dry 
goods, drinks, paper towels, toothpaste 
and diapers. 

This is stuff people need, priced at- 
tractively to draw traffic to the stores. 
Eight years ago, about 60% of Dollar 
General’s product assortment consisted 
of consumables. And now about 78% of 
those products are national brands: Tide, 
Bounty, Crest, Coca-Cola, Cheerios. “Na- 
tional brands give us legitimacy with 
our trade-down customer,” says Mary 
Winn Gordon, vice president for investor 
and public relations at Dollar General, a 
$12 billion company based near Nashville 
with 9,273 stores in 35 states. “And our 
core consumer is aspirational and wants 
to see those brands.” Yet Dollar General's 
fastest-growing customer segment is 
households making more than $70,000. 

Dollar General has also been a bright 
spot for private-equity firm KKR, which 
bought the company in a 2007 lever- 
aged buyout for $7.3 billion. A num- 
ber of private-equity firms have gotten 
burned by such buyouts in the past three 
years, but KKR installed a new manage- 
ment team at Dollar General that took 
a more scientific approach to analyzing 
neighborhood demographics so it could 
optimize new locations. Dollar General 
also took advantage of the soft real estate 
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market to open 250 new stores in 2008, 
500 in 2009 and 600 this year. And all its 
stores are selling more merchandise. At 
the end of 2007, Dollar General sold $165 
per sq. ft. (0.09 sq m) of real estate. By end 
of the second quarter of this year, sales 
jumped to $199 per sq. ft., a 21% increase. 
The company went public again in No- 
vember 2009. The stock is up some 50% 
since the offering. 

Over the past few years, all the dollar 
stores have become more competitive: 


Cheap but rich Seasonal items like Santa hats drive healthy profits for dollar stores 


they’re brighter, more organized and easi 
er to navigate. Dollar General and Family 
Dollar, for example, have raised signage 
in newly renovated stores so shoppers 
can map out their trip with a quick 
upward glance. They need that kind of 
guidance, as these low-cost chains can’t 
afford many customer-service reps. The 
stores have also become less scattershot 
and more strategic in how they’re laid 
out, moving high-traffic items like paper 
towels to the back, for instance, to force 
shoppers to peruse the higher-margin 
seasonal stuff too. 

These moves are helping dollar stores 
mint record profits. In early December, 
Dollar General announced a 68% rise in 
quarterly profits over the previous year; 
Family Dollar earned $358 million for the 
fiscal year that ended in August, a 23% 
rise. From February 2010 to the end of Oc- 
tober, Dollar Tree netted $234.8 million, a 
149% increase over the same period four 
years ago. 

How can stuff that sells for a buck or 
two earn so much? Just set up shop in 
lower-rent areas, source some stuff to 
China and other cheap places, and keep 
the store size manageable. Dollar Tree 
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stores are 8,580 sq. ft. (797 sq m) on aver- 
age; Walmart discount stores average 
108,000 sq. ft. (10,033 sq m), while the 
Supercenters are some 185,000 sq. ft. 
(17,187 sq m). The small-box stores offer a 
narrower selection of items, holding in- 
ventory costs down. The key is item veloc- 
ity. “We can make good money on an item 
we sell for a dollar,” says Howard Levine, 
the CEO of Family Dollar, from his office 
near Charlotte. Potential locations for 
new distribution centers are tacked on a 





map on his wall. “You just don’t make a 
lot of it unless you sell a lot of it. We have 
6,800 stores. If you sell one item a week 
in 6,800 stores, no matter what the price 
point, you've got a lot of velocity there.” 


More than the Poor 

CAN ANYTHING SLOW THESE STORES 
down? Dollar stores face the occasional 
public relations mishap that comes with 
selling lesser goods. The asphyxiation 
deaths of two boys prompted a govern- 
ment recall in May of a toy dart gun sold 
at Family Dollar. At Dollar Tree, I picked 
up a $1 plastic football for my 2-year-old 
son. After he carried it around for a couple 
of days, an air bubble emerged, like some 
kind of abscess. Afraid it might explode in 
his face, I tossed it into the trash. 

The more pressing challenge facing 
these stores, however, is to keep shop 
pers from trading back up to higher 
priced outlets as the economy rebounds. 
Despite their improvements, dollar stores 
can still carry a stigma. “We have to dis 
rupt the perception that we don’t have 
quality, we don’t have national brands,” 
says Don Hamblen, senior vice president 
for consumer marketing at Family Dollar. 





The message seems to be getting through. 


According to Dollar General's research, | 


for example, 95% of new and existing cus- 
tomers say they’ll keep shopping at the 
store after the economy improves. “We 
know customers are only saying this,” 
says Winn Gordon. “But cut it by what- 
ever percentage you want to, it’s still a 
pretty darn good number.” 

The dollar stores are nervous, though, 
because the world’s largest retailer hovers 
over them. “Walmart always worries me,” 
says Levine, the Family Dollar CEO. “You 
can’t out-Walmart Walmart. The dollar 
stores are not going after the same trip 
Walmart is going after. We're going after 
the fill-in trip. We live off the crumbs they 
leave us.” Walmart is not going to allow 
itself to be underpriced on critical items 
like diapers. In Charlotte, for example, a 
pack of 42 size-2 Huggies diapers retailed 
for $10 at both Dollar General and Fam 
ily Dollar and $8.97 at a nearby Walmart. 
Sometimes Walmart even beats Dollar 
Tree, the buck-only store, at its own game. 

The dollar stores can live with those 
battles, but the retail giant may be pre 


paring to move directly onto their turf | 


by building small stores, Walmart is | 


scouting locations for urban stores— 

smallmarts—which could steal some 
fill-in traffic from places like Dollar Gen 

eral and Family Dollar. “Walmart is nota 
dodo bird,” says Richard Hastings, a strat 
egist at Global Hunter Securities. “If you 
start to wake them up, boy, they’re going 
to start pecking away at you.” 

That’s why the dollar stores are work- 
ing to build loyalty and capitalizing on 
shifts in consumer thinking. In Char 
lotte one evening, Lisa Abrams-Coltrane, 


whose work hours at Hardee’s had been | 
cut over the past year, was making one | 
of her frequent trips to Dollar Tree. | 
Though Dollar Tree doesn’t offer as many | 


consumable items or national brands as 
its competitors, Abrams-Coltrané was 
grabbing things off the shelves as if they 
were apples off a tree, hurrying to make 
her bus. Hamburger buns, a package of 
french fries, Palmolive dish soap and 
Vlasic pickles are all in her cart. She paid 
$1o for 10 items and bounced out of the 
store. “Now you see everyone and their 





mother in here,” Abrams-Coltrane says. | 


“Everybody is trying to get a deal.” 
Some of her friends still won't set 
foot in a dollar store. A few years ago, she 
might have felt the same way. Now? “I’m 
like, Why are you so afraid?” she says. 
“You find it demeaning? I don’t under- 
stand that. At this point, there are like 
4,000 of these stores around here. Some- 
one’s shopping at them. And it’s not all 
poor people.” a 
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Worker 


After radical cooking got him three Michelin 
stars and tongue cancer nearly killed his sense 
of taste, Grant Achatz is opening a new kind of 
restaurant—but you'll need a ticket to get in 


BY JOEL STEIN 


O MATTER HOW FINELY GRAFT- 
ed a meal is, you always feel 
a little bit like an animal 
when you're eating it. Even 
in an elegant Paris bistro or 
an austere Kyoto sushi palace, you still 
know that you're greedily packing food 
into your stomach. But not when you eat 
Grant Achatz’s food. In fact, at his Chicago 
restaurant Alinea, you almost don’t feel 
as if you're eating. Until about the 16th 
course, when you start to get full, it seems 
as if you're merely thinking about food. A 
bite of fried pheasant breast, for example, 
arrives kebabed on a branch of burning 
oak leaves, the smell of which is meant to 
evoke the Michigan fall of Achatz’s youth. 
The aroma, he is fond of noting, can con- 
jure up such powerful memories that it 
makes some diners cry. 

If most chefs are musicians—soul, 
rock-’n’-roll or punk—Achatz is a poet. 
Nearly all his dishes are so precise and 
delicate, they are plated with tweezers. 
Although the food is delicious, it’s also 
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embarrassing, like someone's revealing 
too much to a stranger. It forces you to 
think about every bite. It’s anti-comfort 
food. It’s also the kind of food that pisses 
people off. Even though it can take months 
to get a reservation, even though the basic 
prix fixe meal is $195 before drinks, tax 
and tip, and even though Alinea has won 
every conceivable award (Gourmet maga- 
zine’s best restaurant in America, the con- 
tinent’s highest entry on S. Pellegrino’s 
list of best restaurants in the world and, 
most recently, three stars from Michelin), 
some people still walk out midmeal. “It’s 
so hypocritical,” says Achatz (whose name 
rhymes with rackets). “People will be car- 
rying around iPhones, but they won't 
accept change in other mediums like food 
and art and music.” 

Though almost every dish starts with 
an immaculate, classic base like a veal 
stock, the Alinea kitchen is really more of 
a Willy Wonka factory. One cook fills plas- 
tic bags with puffs of Earl Grey tea from a 
vaporizer, a machine otherwise used only 


by hard-core pot smokers, and then wraps 
alinen pillowcase around each bag, which 
will be punctured with a needle and put 
under a diner’s plate to release aroma. 
Someone else is testing a superchiller that 
cools liquid so slowly, it can get below its 
freezing point without the molecules ever 
moving enough to attach to one another 
and form crystals, but as soon as you stir 
or shake the liquid—bam!—it instantly 
forms shards of ice. Strange things are 
being done to pieces of Bubble Yum. 

Each of the kitchen’s experiments is 
meticulously documented by a full-time 
videographer, with a researcher writing 
down descriptions and taping vials of food 
to the corresponding pages. Similar care 
goes into the front of the house, where the 
reservation system includes notes about 
repeat customers, like “Wife and daughter 
are left-handed,” so servers know where to 
put utensils. The whole place feels like a 
Pynchon novel in which a bunch of luna- 
tics are employed by a military contractor 
with a really fine palate. 





Cutting edge Achatz at Chicago's 
award-winning Alinea, where 
mad scientists in the kitchen ensure 
that each dish is an experience 
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Achatz, 36, is a slight, serious, goateed 
redhead who wears a scarf and says things 
at his staff meetings about how today is 
the day he can smell the season changing. 
He is not, despite all the artiness and calm, 
lacking in ambition or confidence. At a 
November staff meeting upstairs in his 
modern-looking restaurant (which is so 
minimalist, there’s no sign outside alert- 
ing passersby to its presence), he toasted 
his staff with bottles of Krug Cham 
pagne to celebrate winning three stars 
in Michelin’s first Chicago guide—a goal 
he wrote down when he opened Alinea 
in 2005, even though Michelin had yet to 
come out with any restaurant guides in 
the U.S. Alinea is one of just 93 restaurants 
in the world to hold three stars. It’s an elite 
ranking, and after Achatz’s toast, one of 
his sous-chefs, Andrew Graves, lifted his 
glass and confided, “I just want to say that 
I’m relieved.” 

“Imagine if we got two stars? Ouch,” 
said Achatz. “Did we really think we 
wouldn’t get three? No. We all knew. 
Because we care. We really, really care.” 
Then they went to work. It was like 
watching the Yankees celebrate getting 
into the playoffs. 

Achatz is so confident in his cook- 
ing methods that he Jet me work in his 
kitchen for a night. Crazier still, 1 mostly 
made risotto, upon which white truffles 
were shaved for an additional $75—a cost, 
I firmly believe, for which Time should 
reimburse all diners who ate the night 
I cooked. I worked for seven hours, and 
in that time—even though there are 23 
courses to serve each table—not one dish 
was scrapped, not one utensil dropped. 
When one of my eyelashes fell onto a 
plate, a chef several feet away stepped in to 
remove it before I even noticed. The dozens 
of cooks work on carpet because so little 
is spilled. There is no yelling, no music 
and almost no talking. It is also the only 
kitchen I’ve ever seen where—thanks to 
the amount of precooking and high-tech 
gadgetry—not only are the fans above the 
stove often turned off, but also the build 
ing’s heater is turned on. 

For all of Alinea’s precision and weird 
ness, though, Achatz lacks pretension. 
He started cooking at his father’s diner in 
Michigan at age 12 and, after graduating 
from the Culinary Institute of America 
in 1994, sent his résumé to Napa Valley’s 
acclaimed French Laundry every week 
until it hired him as a line cook. He’s still 
just as driven. Even after he was named 
the James Beard Best Chef in America in 
2008, he would stay up after dinner ser 
vice, from 1 to 5 in the morning, plotting 
new dishes by writing lists of flavors 
and then drawing diagrams to figure 
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Fried Pheasant, Burning Leaves 


Juxtaposition and aroma are key ingredients 
at Alinea, where a bite of tempura-dipped 
pheasant is served on a branch of burning 

oak leaves to evoke memories of fall 


out which of them might go together. 

In addition to being methodical, he’s 
Midwestern earnest, open about every 
thing from his restaurant’s profits (about 
$x million in a good year) to his troubled 
relationship with his dad (they didn’t 
speak for several years). He’s also open 
about his cancer. 


Cooking with Tongue Cancer 

ACHATZ HAS THE MOST POETIC CANCER 
possible. Just as Beethoven composed 
when he was deaf and Milton wrote mas 
terpieces after losing his sight, Achatz 
cooked with tongue cancer. In July 2007, 
at age 33, the chef who had never smoked 
a cigarette was diagnosed—after years of 
being told by oral surgeons and dentists 
that his pain stemmed from grinding 
his teeth—with Stage IV tongue cancer. 
There is no Stage V. The only cure, doctors 
said, was to cut out his tongue, which was 


Back to the 
See what Achatz is cooking up for his 
Next menu at time.com/achatz 








covered in tumors, and replace it with 
muscle from his leg, which would mean 
he could never taste again. If he didn’t cut 
out his tongue, he was told, he’d be dead 
in a month. He refused to get the surgery. 

“People said this was shallow of me, 
but it was going to strip me of who I was,” 
Achatz says at 1 a.m. in his office, which is 
strewn with awards, cookbooks and col 
lege chemistry gadgets. “It wouldn’t have 
been about the physical deformity or not 
being able to talk or taste. This is the path 
I’ve been on since I was 17. They were going 
to derail me from that one thing. That’s 
who I am. I sacrificed. I got divorced. If I 
wanted to stay with my wife, she wouldn't 
have let me do this restaurant.” 

In other words, this is not the cancer 
story in which the disease makes the 
guy realize he needs to stop focusing on 
his work and finally spend time with his 
two young sons, see his parents more and 
reconnect with his former sweetheart. No, 
this is the cancer story that makes a man 
realize that his screaming ambition was 
right the whole time and that if he had 
only a month to live, he’d better get some 
stuff done. He found an experimental pro 
gram at the University of Chicago that let 
him keep his tongue. Every morning, he 
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been successful in trying to lower 


your cholesterol on your own, 
stop kidding yourself. Talk to 
your doctor about your risk and if 
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also learn more at lipitor.com or 
call 1-888-LIPITOR. 


¢ When healthy diet and exercise 
are not enough, adding Lipitor 


may help. 


¢ Along with diet, Lipitor has 
been shown to lower bad 
cholesterol 39-60% (average 
effect depending on dose) 
and Lipitor is FDA-approved 
to reduce the risk of heart 
attack and stroke in patients 
who have heart disease or 
risk factors for heart disease. 
These risk factors include 
smoking, age, family history 
of early heart disease, high 
blood pressure and low good 
cholesterol. 
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LOWERING YOUR HIGH CHOLESTEROL 


High cholesterol is more than just a number, it’s a risk factor 
that should not be ignored. If your doctor said you have high 
cholesterol, you may be at an increased risk for heart attack 
and stroke. But the good news is, you can take steps to lower 
your cholesterol. 


With the help of your doctor and a cholesterol-lowering 
medicine like LIPITOR, along with diet and exercise, you 
could be on your way to lowering your cholesterol. 


Ready to start eating right and exercising more? Talk to your 
doctor and visit the American Heart Association at 
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LIPITOR can lower the risk of heart attack, stroke, certain 
types of heart surgery, and chest pain in patients who have 


heart disease or risk factors for heart disease such as: 
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kidney problems, smoking, or high blood pressure. 
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Serious side effects in a small number of people: 

* Muscle problems that can lead to kidney problems, including 
kidney failure. Your chance for muscle problems is higher 
if you take certain other medicines with LIPITOR. 

¢ Liver problems. Your doctor may do blood tests to check 
your liver before you start LIPITOR and while you are 
taking it. 

Call your doctor right away if you have: 
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Savory Tart, Pigeon Parts 


Achatz’s Next restaurant will focus on time travel. 


Its first menu will re-create Paris in 1906, using 
dishes similar to Auguste Escoffier’s Pigeonneau 


ala St.-Clair, which he serves at Alinea 


_ 


chopped food at Alinea, took a midday 
break for chemo and radiation and often 
barfed in a cup as he drove back for the 
night shift at the restaurant. He lost his 
sense of taste completely and learned to 
cook by aroma, relying on other chefs to 
detect salt, sugar and anything else he 
couldn’t smell. He also wrote and self- 
published the Alinea cookbook, which has 
sold more than 50,000 copies. 

The cancer, which is now in remission, 
has made Achatz an even better cook. 
After the skin of his tongue peeled off in 
strips from the radiation—leaving it thin, 
dark and oversensitive to temperature— 
his sense of taste returned slowly. First 
came sweetness and then salt, so he was 
able to understand and improve the bal- 
ance between them. Now his cooking is 
more extreme, with weirder flavor juxta- 


| positions, putting things like olives, white 


chocolate and strawberries together. 
“Today the modern chef is not about 
classical cuisine,” says French Laundry’s 


| head chef, Thomas Keller, after whom 


Achatz named his youngest son Keller. 
“It’s about personality cuisine. It’s about 
an interpretation of something that has 
been impactful on an individual.” Thomas 
Keller describes Achatz’s food as “a tight- 
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rope walk between what would be consid- 
ered intellectual cuisine and food with an 
emotional connection to it.” 


Calling the New Place Next 
ALINEA IS THE NAME OF THAT STRANGE 
symbol copy editors use to mark the start 
of a new paragraph, and Achatz chose it 
to signal new ideas in cooking. Like a lot 
of artists, he responds to criticism with 
creations. His dishes are too small? The 
23-course Alinea meal now ends witha chef 
throwing a silicone mat over your table 
and smearing it with an obscene amount 
of chocolate concoctions. His style is too 
weird? The course in the middle of your 
meal is straight-up French haute cuisine, 
taken right from Auguste Escoffier’s 1903 
cookbook and served on antique plates. 
This is the kind of meal you're likely to get 
at his second restaurant, set to open Feb. 1 
in Chicago. But only if you go there soon. 
The new place, which he’s calling Next, 
will have a different menu every three 
months, pegged to a particular place and 
time. He’s starting with Paris in 1906 and 
then moving on to such pairings as Sicily 
in 1949, Thailand in the future and so on. 
It’s ridiculously ambitious, but since Alin- 


ea scraps 80% of its menu every quarter, 


PROFILE | GRANT ACHATZ 


he says this venture won’t be that much 
harder. Achatz also hopes to sell the idea 
as a TV show, for which he would travel 
the world and explore the history of food. 
He says that he needs a new challenge and 
that chopping vegetables for 10 hours a day 
doesn’t do it for him anymore. 

But the food at Next—and the equally 
big, equally odd cocktail bar alongside 
it that will serve high-tech drinks like a 
powderized gin and tonic—isn’t nearly 
as gutsy as the venture’s business plan. 
Instead of making a reservation, you'll 
have to go online and buy nonrefund- 
able tickets, as if dinner were a concert. 
Co-owner Nick Kokonas, a former Wall 
Street currency trader who spotted 
Achatz’s talent early on and raised the 
money to start Alinea, has had the ticket 
idea for a while. “Two tables of four can 
cel at Alinea, we don’t make any money 
that night,” says Kokonas, who likens the 
new system to the way NFL tickets are 
sold. “If your wife pukes in the backseat 
on the way to a Bears game, you don’t call 
the Bears and say, ‘Take your ticket back.” 

Achatz co-wrote his memoirs with 
Kokonas as a series of alternating first- 
person stories. The book, Life, on the Line, 
comes out in March and has already been 
optioned as a movie. (It’s supposed to 
be directed by Wedding Crashers’ David 
Dobkin, who imagines it as part artist 
biopic, part buddy movie.) Kokonas is 
one of Achatz’s closest friends, but he’s 
also a hard-charging businessman who 
insists that Next won’t make adjust- 
ments for diners’ dietary restrictions or 
allergies—since that would require a 
couple of chefs to stop work and cook a 
separate meal with separate ingredients, 
driving up costs. “We're going to do four- 
star food at three-star prices, so there’s 
going to be some changes in customer 
service,” Kokonas says. “We can’t accom- 
modate every whim.” 

Achatz looks unconvinced. Especially 
considering the way he came up with the 
idea for Next. The day he was diagnosed 
with cancer, he called to tell Kokonas, 
who immediately left a golf tourna 
ment in Michigan to drive to Chicago. 
He walked into Alinea at 10 p.m., and 
Achatz surprised him by making him 
duck breast with morels and veal jus, 
an old-school, very un-Alinea dish that 
Kokonas loved. “I still don’t know why he 
did it,” Kokonas says. 

When I ask Achatz why he did it, he 
looks at me as if I’m an idiot. “Because 
he drove all the way in from Michigan,” 
he says. So maybe, after all, this is a story 
about a guy who gets cancer and learns that 
what he really loves to do is connect with 
people. He just wanted to doit his way. # 
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2 BES MOVIES OF 2010 








Toy Story 3 

Why are Pixar films so often 

at or near the top of our 10-best 
lists? Because nobody these days 
makes better movies. Given un- 
prepossessing subject matter—a 
second sequel about a collection of 
playthings—director Lee Unkrich 
and writer Michael Arndt con- 
fected a powerful fable about 
needy wage slaves wedded to their 
servitude because it creates a sense 
of community more liberating 
than freedom. Toy Story 3 teaches 
morals of holding, sharing and 
personal responsibility. But the 
movie’s most important lesson is 
for Hollywood: Watch this and see 
how it’s done. 


2| Inside Job 


In Charles Ferguson’s lucid, sear- 
ing documentary, the fundamen- 
tal delusions that led to the 2008 
financial crisis were held by pow- 
erful men who knew one another: 
heads of investment firms and 
their cronies in government and 
academe. This is a true-life heist 
movie, and the thieves not only 
got away with billions but are still 
doing business. Pay attention and 
blow a gasket. 


3 | Never Let Me Go 


What is childhood if not for the 
horrible lies adults tell the young? 
At the elite English boarding 
school Hailsham, children are 
pampered and imprisoned until 
they grow old enough to realize 
their brief destiny. Carey Mul- 
ligan, Andrew Garfield and Keira 
Knightley are splendid as the doc- 
ile, haunted young adults in this 
sci-fi tale of love and submission. 


4 | Life During Wartime 
Aconvicted pedophile (Ciaran 
Hinds) gets out of prison and tries 
to reconnect with his two sons. His 
ex-wife (Allison Janney) has fled 
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from New Jersey to Miami to escape 
the shame. Her sister Joy (Shirley 
Henderson) is haunted by her old 
beaus: one (Michael K. Williams) 
an obscene phone caller, the other 
(Paul Reubens) a suicide who taunts 
her from beyond the grave. Writer- 
director Todd Solondz is fascinated 
by the crimes of which humans 

are capable and touched by their at- 
tempts to redeem themselves. 


6 | Rabbit Hole 


Eight months after the death of 
their young son, Becca (Nicole Kid- 
man) and Howie (Aaron Eckhart) 
have not recovered from the shock. 
The bleakest moods of two decent 
people permeate David Lindsay- 
Abaire’s adaptation of his Pulitzer 
Prize-winning play, but so do ten- 
derness, conciliation and gestures 
of remembered warmth. Director 
John Cameron Mitchell elevates 
the clichés of the grieving-parent 
genre into privileged moments and 
coaxes career-best performances 
from Kidman and Eckhart. 


7 | Wild Grass 


A happily married man (André 
Dussollier) finds a wallet belong- 
ing toa woman (Sabine Azéma), 
and the two strike up a dangerous 
friendship. You could easily relax 
in the warmth of Alain Resnais’s 
story unless you notice the qui- 
etly unreal color scheme, the geo- 
metrically placed extras, the little 
explosions of rage or madness. 

It’s a cocktail-party movie witha 
Molotov-cocktail finish: a tribute to 
the 88-year-old auteur’s artistry— 
and his con artistry as well. 


5 | The Social Network 





8 | Green Zone 


Soon after the U.S. invasion of Iraq, 
Chief Warrant Officer Roy Miller 
(Matt Damon) realizes that the 
WMbDclaim is a myth and goes 
rogue, or Rambo, to discover who's 
behind the ruse. In the year’s most 
thrilling film, Miller becomes 
Bourne again in Baghdad—no 
surprise, since director Paul Green- 
grass also helmed the past two 
Jason Bourne films. 


9 | Waiting for ‘Superman’ 
Davis Guggenheim’s call to arms 
on the U.S. education system has 
enraged as many viewers as it 

has inspired. Critics have carped 
at his focus on bad teachers and 
pointed out that charter schools 
aren't quite the panacea he suggests 
them to be. But with the structure 
of a good mystery (will these kids 
win the lottery to get into good 
schools?) and the urgency ofa 
concerned parent, Guggenheim’s 
movie insists we have to fix things 
fast; we can’t wait for Superman. 


British satirist Chris Morris ex- 
poses a little-known truth about 
many of the Muslim fanatics who 
would destroy Western civiliza- 
tion: they’re idiots. In this cauter- 
izing comedy, would-be terrorists 
in Sheffield, England, embark 

on bumbling, imbecilic schemes 
to wage jihad, with nary a voice 

of reason to mediate their solemn 
lunacy. The result is the blackest, 
ballsiest political comedy since Dr. 
Strangelove. —BY RICHARD CORLISS 


Fast, caustic and superbrainy, this heavily fiction 
alized biopic of Facebook founder Mark Zucker 
berg offers a portrait of the genius as (everyone in 
the movie calls him this) a young asshole, incar 
nated by Jesse Eisenberg with a single-mindedness 
so cool as to be lunar. Written by Aaron Sorkin 
and directed by David Fincher, it’s a rewarding, 
high-IQ movie that gives viewers an IQ high. 
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«JESSE EISENBERG 


THE FIVE BEST 
PERFORMANCES 


e Noomi Rapace, 
The Girl Who Kicked 
the Hornet's Nest 
As Stieg Larsson's 
hacker heroine. 
Rapace is feral yet 
fully vulnerable 


(2) Colin Firth, 
The King's Speech 


© Edgar Ramirez 
Carlos 


the matinee idol of 


the violent left 


@ Jacki Weaver 
Animal Kingdom 


As the matriarch 

of an Aussie crime 
family, she imbues 
suburban normalcy 


with pure dread 


Q Tilda Swinton, 
1 Am Love 

rless Swintor 
goes regal and 
sensuous as the 
wife of a Milanese 
piutocrat. Oh, and 
her lines are ir 


Italian 


io) 


Top 10 of 
Everything 
2010 

For the year's 
best viral videos, 
iPhone apps, 





scandals and 
news stories, go to 
time.com/top10 
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Breaking Bad (AMC) 


This everyman-turned-criminal 
saga found a new and higher gear 
in its third season, becoming 

at once more sweepingly grand 
and more devastatingly inti 
mate. Former chemistry teacher 
Walter White (Bryan Cranston) 
embraced his new life as a highly 
paid crystal-meth maker, even 

as he recovered from the lung 
cancer that drove him to crime. 
Cranston was mesmerizing this 
year in showing Walter’s creep 
ing realization that he has lived 
too long, risked losing his fam 

ily and squandered his second 
chance. But Aaron Paul also shone 
as Walter’s partner Jesse, the 
small-time punk who became the 
show’s moral center; and the bril- 
liant, bleached-out panoramas of 
cinematographer Michael Slovis 
lent the series a grim beauty remi 
niscent of noir westerns like No 
Country for Old Men. 


Mad Men (AMC) 


The 60s reached their midpoint 
in Season 4, but TV’s psycho 
logically acute advertising 
drama still had that swing. Don 
Draper (Jon Hamm) and com- 
pany relaunched their business 
in the sleek new digs of Sterling 
Cooper Draper Pryce, giving the 
show’s office-politics stories new 
verve. And the new business- 
snazzy on the outside, struggling 
within—served as an analogy for 
Mad Men's recurring theme: the 
disconnect between appearances 
and reality. Don’s doubt- and 
alcohol-fueled slide in the messy 
aftermath of his divorce was 
Hamm’s best work yet. The finale 
had Don getting a handle on his 
business problems and getting en- 
gaged again. Is he truly changing 
or just finding a new way to fool 
himself? We'll have to see: the de 
cade is only halfway over. 
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Patrick Henry 
High School has 
something new 
to cheer about. 





This Holiday Season, Take Darren’s Lead 


After cancer forced Darren into the fight of his life, his football 
family stepped up to support him. When Make-A-Wish” volunteers 
gave him the chance to go anywhere, meet anyone or have anything, 


Darren made a wish to give back. 


His wish come true was to replace every threadbare football uniform, 
which his high school and booster club could not afford. Now when 
his teammates take to the field in their brand-new jerseys, the entire 
community takes pride in Darren’s wish. 


Darren is Now! 


Simply take and send a 
picture of the JAGTAG 
below. Verizon and 
AT&T customers: Text 
the picture to 524824. All 
other networks: Text 
or email the picture to 
makeawish@jagtag.com. 








Season va It’s the Season of Wishes”. Take Darren’s lead. You can 





Sater transform lives in your community. Visit wish org 
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THE BEST TELEVISION oF 2010 


| 3 | Parks and Recreation (NBC) 


The show that began in 2009 
with a lot of potential but an un- 
even voice emerged in its second 
season as TV’s funniest, sweet- 
est and all-around best comedy. 
The employees of the Pawnee, 
Ind., parks department emerged 
as fleshed-out characters: Amy 
Poehler’s overeager civil servant 
Leslie Knope became a likable 
protagonist, Nick Offerman made 
gruff boss Ron Swanson intoa 
reliable foil, and Chris Pratt and 

| Aubrey Plaza quirkily struck 
sparks as ne’er-do-well Andy and 
| sarcastic-girl-with-a-heart April. 
It’s ironic that at a time of angst 
and distrust over politics, a show 
about government should be one 
of the least cynical things on TV. 


4 | Louie (FX) 


On paper, it was the most familiar 
of TV-show concepts: stand-up 
comic adapts his act to a sitcom. 
In practice, this low-budget, 
high-performance comedy was 
thoroughly idiosyncratic. The 
ever acerbic Louis C.K. starred 

in, wrote, directed and edited the 
series; from week to week, or even 
within the same episode, it could 
be surreal, scatalogically funny, 
nostalgic, raunchy or deeply 
dramatic, Louie did one of the 
simplest yet rarest things TV can 
do—capturing a voice in the form 
of astory—and made it look easy. 


This brilliantly observed, too- 
little-watched comedy was about 
waiting, in more ways than one. 
Waiting, as in carrying trays of 
hors d'oeuvres, as did the aspiring 
actors, writers and stage moms of 
the Party Down catering company 
at the parties of the Hollywood 
elite; and waiting, as in waiting 

for something better to happen to 
you. The comedy was both blister- 
ingly funny and essentially hope- 
ful, and it ended its too-brief run 
with has-been actor Henry Pollard 
(Adam Scott) deciding to shed his 
cynicism and give his career one 
more shot. Party Down bet on its 
talent too, and TV was better for it. 
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The Good Wife 
is a political 


thriller, a 
family drama 


and a darn 
good case- 
of-the-week 


courtroom 
show 


7 | The Pacific (HBO) 


It would have been hard to 
imagine, watching HBO's Band of 


| Brothers, that there was a side of 


World War II more horrific and 


| brutal than the European theater 


it depicted. But there was, and this 
10-part sequel from Tom Hanks 
and Steven Spielberg presented 

a war far less romanticized and 
far more morally ambiguous. The 
Pacific re-created not just war's ex- 
plosive sweep but its ugliness: the 
heat and misery of the tropics, the 
undercurrents of racism, the bru- 
tality on both sides, often involv- 


| ing civilians. But it also captured 


the decency (and fallibility) of the 
men who fought, not always sure 
where they were going or why 
and unaware of the toll the war 
would exact from them if they 
were lucky enough to survive. 


8 | The Good Wife (CBS) 


Next time someone tells you 

only cable networks make smart, 
adult drama, point them here. The 
Good Wife began with a timely 
premise: Alicia Florrick (Julianna 
Margulies), the humiliated wife 
of a state’s attorney caught ina 
scandal with a hooker, dusts off 
her law degree and goes to work. 
But going into its second season, 
it’s become so much more: a po- 





L litical thriller, a family drama 








| THE FIVE 


BEST TV 
EPISODES 


@ Friday Night 
Lights, “The Son” 
TV's finest take 
on how a soldier's 
death affects life 





| @ Mad Men, “The 
Suitcase” 


Don Draper hits 
bottom while 
working girl Peggy 
gets her life in 
gear; they meet, 
surreally, in the 
middie 


© Community, 
“Modern Warfare” 
The community- 
college denizens’ 
Joyful riff on war 
movies, action 
thrillers and Glee 
@ Breaking Bad, 
“One Minute” 
Walter White faces 
| the cost of his 
| newfound life of 
crime 


@ Fringe, “Peter” 
Fox's sci-fi 

drama finds its 
X-Files rhythm 
while keeping its 





emotions real 








anda darn good case-of-the-week 
courtroom show. The Good Wife 
displays a moral complexity that 
most big-network drama has 
given up on, asking what ethical 
trade-offs are justifiable for pro- 
fessional success, political gain 
and personal happiness. Even the 
heroine has become complicated, 
as Alicia learned to become a bare- 
knuckled legal brawler and prag- 
matically tried to reconcile with 
her former husband. She is by no 


| means perfect, and that’s what 


makes The Good Wife good. 
9 | Rubicon (AMC) 


| In this political-conspiracy 


thriller, no one went undercover 
in nightclubs or beat confessions 
out of bad guys seconds before a 
nuke was about to go off. Desk- 
bound analyst Will Travers (James 
Badge Dale) uncovered a con- 
spiracy involving the intelligence 


| contractor that employs him. At 


the same time, he and his team 


of stressed-out, dedicated inte] 
nerds crunched data to sniff out 
| an unfolding terrorist plot. Rubicon 


took its time, but it had a lot to say 
about a real-life issue: the power 


| placed in the hands of quasi- 
| governmental security organiza- 


tions. And its moody aesthetics 
and love of old-fashioned analysis 
made this a satisfying paper chase. 


10 | Terriers (FX) 


The title confused people. Was it 
about show dogs? A sports team? 
In fact, FX’s witty, shaggy-noir se- 


| ries was about two small-time de- 
| tectives, former cop Hank (Donal 


Logue) and former crook Britt (Mi- 
chael Raymond-James), scraping 
by in Southern California before 
they—like the dog that caught the 
car—sank their teeth into a land- 
grab case much bigger than them. 
The weekly investigations were 
peppered with sharp dialogue, 
and Logue and Raymond-James 
shared the best screen chemistry 
of 2010. It was a detective show 
tailor-made for recessionary times 
anda great exploration of a classic 
breed: the underdog. —sy JAMES 
PONIEWOZIK 
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Introducing the Samsung Galaxy Tab 
The amazir q j mobile. Andi oid 
powered tablet with Media Hub 
Thousands of movies and next day TV titles available 
to enjoy in an instant, all on an amazingly vivid screen 


So, feel free to Tab. That's the wonder of Samsung 


Samsung GALAXY |=) 


SG atat Sprint % +++-Mobiles WUS Cellular verizon 


